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All newsletter submissions MUST be in by the 10th of the month. Ads placed must provide us with snail mail ad-
dresses or ad will not be placed. This Volcano Community News, published by Cooper Center Council, will re-
institute the requirement that ALL submission must be in a digital format. We will not digitize a hand written
submission for anyone. If you need help digitizing an unclassified, or article, Cooper Center offers that service.

Kamahalo Holiday Craft  Fair

Are you ready to get your Christmas shopping done….Locally without
fighting all the traffic and parking issues in Hilo?  

If so, come to your favorite Community Center….Cooper Center.

We will have around 56 crafters in the main room, Lanai, Patio and the Cov-
ered Court (AKA Skate Park). We have lots of parking and you can pick up
Breakfast, coffee or lunch.

We open Black Friday, the day after Thanksgiving, at 9a and close at 4p, on
Saturday we open at 9 and close at 3p.

The Kamahalo Holiday Craft Fair is a Cooper Center Council organized com-
munity event. Funds received are used towards this and many other commu-
nity events.

Mele Kalikimaka, see you all after Thanksgiving!

T h a n k s g i v i n g  W e e k e n d  
A r t  S t u d i o  To u r  2 0 2 5

The Volcano Village Artists Hui presents the 39th annual Art Studio Tour
and sale, to be held on Thanksgiving weekend, Friday November 28

through Sunday November 30. Hours are 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM each day.
This is an opportunity to meet and talk story with the artists in five different
studios and galleries in Volcano Village. Hui members are grateful for the
community support through nearly four decades! 

Artists showing this year include Pam Barton, Ira Ono, Margaret Barnaby,
Zeke Israel, Joan Yoshioka, Ricia Shema, Lisa Louise Adams, Nash Adams-
Pruitt, Jaime M Lesourd and Guest artists: Nolan Odachi, Scott Pincus, Zoe
Blair, and Bill Hamilton. 

Artists’ offerings include a variety of media, including paintings, pottery, jew-
elry, wood and metal sculpture, blown and fused glass, fiber arts, prints, books,
quilts, shibori, and much, much more!

A special drawing for artwork contributed by each of the artists will be held
at the end of the sale. Maps to the artists’ studios and galleries will be available
at local businesses and galleries in Volcano Village, and at:

www.VolcanoVillageArtistsHui.com

Cooper Center 
Community 
Pantry News

The Cooper Center Com-
munity Pantry drive -

through food pantry is a
week early due to the holi-
days on Wednesday, Novem-
ber 19th from 9:30-11:00am.
Especially needed are canned
goods, veggies, proteins,
tuna, spam, canned chicken,
meats, etc. Whatever you can
we will accept. Non-perish-
able unexpired goods can be
donated at the Cooper Center
Bookstore. Mahalo

Look for our
fiddlehead banners
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Volcano Newsletter
News Submissions

All submissions must be by email,
ads, articles, and unclassifieds to
Linda Ugalde kilaueatutu@gmail.com,
on or before the 10th of the month
prior to month it’s being submitted
for. All ads must also give us their
snail mail address for invoicing.
Articles for non regular submis-
sions may not be over 300 words.
For additional information email
me or call 808-936-9705. No calls
after 5pm.

Volcano Community News (VCN)
is not responsible for errors in sub-
mitted articles, that is the responsi-
bility of the submitter.

Advertising
Ads: 1½” x 2½” $40.00 per month,
with 6 month pre-payment 10% re-
duction ($216) in unchanged ad.
For 2½” square ads it’s $60. per
month. For 6 months10% reduc-
tion ($324). Back page (2½”
square) is $70 per month and
$378 for 6 months.Rates for larger
ads on request. Ads are placed as
submitted. It is not our job to
change or fix an ad. Must be sub-
mitted in the size requested. Mini-
mum resolution for ads is 300 dpi.
Ad and payment must be received
by the 10th. Clearly state if ad is
being run for 1 month or if it’s
going to be longer. Again payment
must be made by the 10th or ad will
be pulled.

Checks for ads should be made out
to Cooper Center Council, and
mailed to:

P.O. Box 1000
Volcano, HI  96785, 

and identify ad that’s being paid for.

The “Voice” on pages 6 & 7 is pro-
duced with full editorial license by
Volcano Community Association,
not Cooper Center Council.

Editor: Linda L. Ugalde
Layout & Design by

Kipuka Graphics

Worship Services
&

Meditation Groups
* * * * * * * * *

Catholic Sunday Mass
St. Theresa’s in Mt. View

5:30 pm on Saturday
10:00 am on Sunday

* * * * * * * * *
New Hope Christian Fellowship
Hilo Side of Akatsuka Orchids

Sunday Svc. 8:30am
Pastor Ray Glory, Jr.
Pastor Jason Morton
newhopevolcano.com

* * * * * * * * *
The Village Church 

Sunday Service at 10 am
Wednesday Bible Study 6:30 pm

19-4276 Wright Rd
Volcano, HI  96785

email: tvcvolcano@gmail.com

* * * * * * * * *
Society of Friends (Quakers)

Royal Hawaiian Estates
Every Sunday at 2 pm

new phone # 808-443-9202

* * * * * * * * * 
The Baha`i Faith / Mauna Loa Est.

6-7 pm Tuesdays
All are welcome! 551-6329

* * * * * * * * *
The Unitarian-Universalists of Puna

10:30 am Sundays in HPP
Call: 967-7295 for a ride.

* * * * * * * * *

Alaula Kipuka Refuge
yamahilo.wixsite.com/akrefuge

Every Sunday at 2:00 pm
808-443-9202

* * * * * * * * *
Volcano Insight Meditation Group

Mary Grace Orr, teacher
10 AM Sundays, on Zoom
Monthly in person at VAC

for info and link, email:
mgrace.orr@gmail.com

* * * * * * * * *
Family of Faith

Church of the Nazarene
18-1325 Old Volcano Rd - Mt View

Sunday Worship @ 9 am
(808) 491-8413

UNCLASSIFIEDS
**************

FOR SALE: Wooden RTA DIY
Desk, NOT Pressboard. Never Used.
$125 or Best Offer, Retail $600.
Please call Auntie Frances at 808-
985-8646 & leave name, number, &
message.

*************

Job opening: have you ever been in-
terested in joining a board of direc-
tors, and making sure it all toes the
line by keeping accurate written
records. We need a Secretary as one
of our officers. Main job is keeping
written records of all meetings. And
like the rest of us, You’ll get paid ab-
solutely NOTHING, this is a VOL-
UNTEER position. Doesn’t that
sound like fun.  Please contact Linda
Ugalde at kilaueatutu@gmail.com if
you’d like to be considered.

*************

We are seeking a Grant Writer to
assist Volcano's Cooper Center
Community Pantry in applying for
grants in support of our food pantry
program. This program, serving our
surrounding community in Kau and
Puna Districts, aims to improve
community food security. If inter-
ested, please contact Linda Ugalde.
Mahalo

**************

House sitting, Pet sitting, contact
Heather Stella at 808-756-2516  or
heatherstellaart@gmail.com

**************



November 2025 page 3

Rainfall in Inches 
for the Month of
September 2025

Volcano Golf Course 1.59
data collected by
Janis Hamersma

Volcano Village                     4.59
data collected by Jim Bush

Mauna Loa Est.                       2.73
data collected by JJ Jasinski

Royal Hawn Est.                     4.1
data collected by Tom Pico

Fern Forest                           5.52
data collected by Drew Kapp

Ohia Estates                          4.96
data collected by Phil Haysmer

Vo l c a n o  S e n i o r s
N o v emb e r  2 0 2 5

Ca l e nd a r  

Nov 6 – Business Mtg,
Games, Potluck

Nov 13 – Games, Potluck

Nov 20 – Bingo, Games,
Potluck

Nov 27 – Thanksgiving Holi-
day, No Meeting

The Volcano Seniors Club meets
every Thursday morning at Cooper
Center from 9-12.

Volcano Rotary November 2025
Rotary brings back a holiday tradition

Lights! Cookies! Action!

Last year, our Rotary Club of Volcano teamed up with the Volcano Art Center to
start a new tradition in the village: a Christmas tree lighting cer-

emony that kicked off the holiday season. We were all pleasantly
surprised when almost 200 people turned up for the event on the
day after Thanksgiving. 

It was a true community effort. The Art Center provided our Christ-
mas tree — the 30-foot-tall remains of a once vibrant but now dead ‘ōhiʻa, which
was festooned with eight strands of colorful lights. Volunteers from a local church
donated hot chocolate, coffee, tea and cookies. Others set up a table where young-
sters could make their own Christmas ornaments. Luminarias lined the art center’s
parking lot. Rotary members sold $1 hot dogs and passed out 100 paper glasses
that turned the tiny lights into dancing bears, angels, swaying bells and more. And,
of course, Santa was there. 

This year we’re bringing it all back again – and hope that there will be even more
ways to join in the party. In addition to the food and activities, we’re planning to
have more music, lights and maybe even a little bit of snow to get everybody in the
holiday spirit. And the Art Center’s gallery will be open late to help everyone jump
start their holiday shopping. 

For our Rotary members, it’s all part of what we do best, helping wherever we can
in the community. We think Volcano is the best place to live and we want to share
that enthusiasm with all the people who live and visit here. After all, we are one of
coolest places in the state, literally and figuratively.

So please plan to join us for our second annual Christmas tree lighting party from
5 to 6:30 p.m. Friday, November 28 at the Art Center’s Ni’aulani Campus on Old
Volcano Road. And then watch for our Christmas cookie sale at the Sunday farmer’s
market in December.

Submitted by Mike Leidemann

Cooper Center Toy Drive
The holidays are about family and giving. Sadly there are

families still struggling to pay for groceries and bills. There
is very little if any leftover for Christmas and other holiday
gifts. If you are able to spend a little on gifts or gift certificates,
we hear teenagers like gift cards from Hot Topic in the mall
and Basically Books (334 Kinoole) in downtown Hilo. Board
games and art supplies are also great (no clothing). You can
even order from Amazon and ship to Cooper Center Toy Drive,
P.O. Box 1000, Volcano, 96785. Drop off gifts unwrapped at the
CC Bookstore/Thrift Shop and we will be having a wrapping
party next month. Mahalo for your generosity!
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🦃Flock On Over For The
Turkey Time Swap Meets!🌾
Stop walking in circles. Gobble up the SAVINGS at

Volcano's November Swap Meets. Held 2nd & 4th
Saturdays, November 8th & 22nd from 9AM to 1PM

in the Magical Heart of Volcano Village 
at Cooper Center on Wright Road. 

STAY LOCAL! There's Ono Grinds, Live Music by
Simply Penny, & ALL KINE STUFFS... both New &

Used. Plus Local Items such as Plants, Jewelry, Crafts,
Artwork, Clothing, Food, Furniture... TREASURES GA-

LORE!!! Bookstore & Thrift Store also open. 
It's sure to be a Turkey-Rific Time.

To vend or for more info, call Auntie Frances at
808-985-8646 & leave name, number, & message.

🦃Hau'oli Ho'omaika'i!🌾
🌾Happy Thanksgiving!🦃

A Hui Hou,
Auntie Frances Roberts-Bennett🌺
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Volcano School of Arts & Sciences
November 2025 News

F U N - R a i s i n g  a t  
Vo l c a n o  S c h o o l

Live entertainment! Face paint-
ing! Dunking booth! A rummage

sale, silent auction, food vendors and
much more. The second annual Vol-
cano School of Arts & Sciences
Ho'olaulea was our best ever. Unlike
last year's day of liquid sunshine, it
was a beautiful, sunny day so even
the weather cooperated. We are
deeply grateful for the huge outpour-
ing of support from everyone who
made this event such a great success:
our 'ohana, haumana, faculty and
staff and our generous donors. Ma-
halo to all who continue to help
VSAS flourish and serve our stu-
dents, our families and our commu-
nity. And a special shout-out to all
our vendors: Action 4 Animals, Bella
Anela Jewelry, Da Fries, Delightful
& Delicious, Greek'd Out, Hilo
Lunch Shop, Hot Lava Latte, Ka
Lehua Sweets & Bake Shop, Maggie
Klein, Moonsun Art Gallery, Para-
dise Preserved, Raising Cane, Ray of
Sunshine Kreations, Sending Smiles,
Taylor's Bears & Buddies, Tiare
Pires-Nelmida, Wao Kele Designs.
We hope to see you all next year!

This year's Scholastic Book Fair,
which kicked off at the Ho'olaulea
and continued through October 2,
was also rousing success. Sales ex-
ceeded $5,000 and all the teachers re-
ceived all the books they requested
for their classrooms. Mahalo nui loa
to our large and enthusiastic team of
volunteers who made this all happen.
And a special mahalo to all our vol-
unteers:  Lauren Barrett, Judi Bolick,
Andrew Christie, David Cruz, Alida

Gandy, Amanda Greenway, Heather
Henning, Tiani Kinney, Lydia Mene-
ses, Jennifer Miller, Stacey Morton,
LM Nance, Alex Quintana,  Jessica
Starbuck, Yesenta Sen'Gerni, Kekai
Tuvera, Melody Thornhill, Shane
Yeakle, and Liann Young, all under
the direction of Lisa Barnard and Kim
Miller. Mahalo nui loa to everyone--
we are truly grateful for your support.

Bouncy House

Paradise Preserved vendor 
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Christmas in the Country: Annual Wreath Exhibition: With
warmest winter wishes and happiest holiday greetings, Volcano Art
Center welcomes you to the 26th Annual Christmas in the Country cel-
ebration starting Thursday, November 27, 2025. Featuring the Annual
Wreath Exhibit which continues through December 31, 2025, gifts,
crafts, ornaments and decorations made by Hawaii Island artists, The
concurrent Annual Wreath Exhibit presents one-of-a-kind wreaths in a
variety of imaginative media, techniques and styles, this year with a
focus on Lei for the Season!  If you plan to submit a wreath, please reg-
ister online or call (8080 967-7565 by November 11th. Come celebrate
Lei and Aloha at VAC! Gallery open 9am-5pm Daily in Hawai’i Vol-
canoes National Park and 10am -4pm, Monday -Friday at VAC’s
Nialani Campus.

Photography Exhibition: with Jill Briggs, Bruce Omori and Cody Ya-
maguchi, continues through November 9th  at VAC gallery in Hawaiʻi
Volcanoes National Park, open daily from 9am – 5pm.

Hula Arts at Kilauea: Hula Kahiko performance on November 8th with Hālau Na Kumu Kau`i Kaina and Ha`amauli-
ola Aiona w/ Ke Kula `o Nawahiokalaniopu`u at 10:30am. Held outdoors at the kahua hula (hula platform) in Hawaiʻi
Volcanoes National Park. Park entry fees apply. (808) 967-7565.

Jazz in the Forest – Movie Night: You are invited to come and enjoy a swinging evening of jazz at the Volcano Art
Center Niaulani Campus in Volcano Village. (19-4074 Old Volcano Road), November 8th at 5: 30pm. For tickets Call
(808) 967-8222 or visit www.volcanoartcenter.org.

Ceramics Classes: We are thrilled to have you join our creative community. Here, you will have the opportunity to
explore various techniques, work with different clays and develop skills at your own pace. For questions about our
ceramics classes or to register call (808) 967-8222. Classes are on Wednesday, Saturday or Sunday.

Thursday Night at the Center: Join Jay Robinson on November 13th, 2025, at 6pm., at Volcano Art Center Niaulani
Campus in Volcano Village for the real story of Ka’iana, one of Kamehameha’s generals, and the two epic battles he
fought against Keōua, the powerful Ali’i Nui and chief of Ka’ū.

Lehua Christmas Ornament Painting class: Celebrate the season with a touch of island magic! Join Puakea Soares
Mercado on November 15th, from 10am – 12pm.in Volcano for a festive and creative experience where you’ll learn
how to hand-paint a vibrant lehua blossom on a 2″ to 3″ natural pine wood round using acrylic paints. Call (808) 967-
8222 to register or visit www.volcanoartcenter.org.

Stained Glass Ornament workshop: ‘Tis the season to create your own stained-glass ornament! Glass artist Linda
Brooks will teach a basic ornament class on Saturday, November 22nd, from 9 am – 1 pm. 

Soul Fitness: Join PK for senior exercise class every Thursdays in November, 11:30am – 12:30pm at Volcano Art
Center Niaulani Campus (19-4074 Old Volcano Road) All equipment provided. For more information or to register
call Puakea Soares Mercado at (808) 315-9130.

Aloha Friday Cultural demonstrations at VAC gallery in Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park. Every Friday, from
11am. – 1pm.

The Volcano Art Center is a non-profit educational organization created in 1974 to promote, develop, and perpetuate
the artistic and cultural heritage of Hawai‘i’s people and environment through activities in the visual, literary, and
performing arts.

November 2025 Events at the
Volcano Art Center & Gallery
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Native Hawaiian Forest
Restoration Tour

Want to get rid of those invasive plants in your yard?
Want to see it restored to its original native Hawai-

ian forest conditions? Want to know which native plants grow well in Volcano?
If so, you are invited to join the Volcano Community Foundation for a tour of the yards of two Volcano
residents who have been diligently working to bring their forested lots back to their original state. 
The tour will begin at 9 am Saturday, November 15. We will meet at the Cooper Center to carpool to the
homes in Mauna Loa Estates. You will have a chance to walk through each property, getting helpful and in-
sightful hints along the way.  
The cost of the tour is $30. Space is limited to minimize damage to the properties, so make your reservations
as soon as possible by emailing volcanocommunity@gmail.com or calling us at 808-895-1011.

Submitted by Volcano Community Foundat ion

Thank You all
Trunk or Treaters

Halloween was a great success
this year thanks to all my peo-

ple who took the time to decorate
their trunks and hand out candy to
the keiki. Parents are also thankful
to have us all in one place, out of
the rain and under lights.

I would also like to thank our spon-
sors; Volcano Community Associ-
ation, Volcano Seniors and
Cooper Center Council for their
donations of prizes, and candies.

submitted by Sher Glass
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As most of you may know, our one and only Volcanoes National Park is “closed” for now. during the
government shutdown. However there is still much you can enjoy.

1.    The gates are open as no staff to man.(free entry)
2.    The Volcano House with their restaurant and bar are open for their regular hours
3.    KMC has their store, restaurant, bar, and bowling lanes, as well as their gas pumps.
4.    The Volcano Art Center Gallery in the Park is Open from 9am to 5pm daily

Next item..one thing the government can’t close down is Madame Pele, you can always go and enjoy her…have fun#!

The Kahuku unit is not currently open or accessible at this time. In general, other areas within this park remain as acces-
sible as possible. Visitors should be aware that while some services are unavailable visitors are expected to protect park
resources by following all regulations and “Leave No Trace” practices. 

Designation of Activities During a Lapse (taken from NPS website)

Excepted Activity - Obligations may be incurred for personnel performing excepted activities as described in the Office
of Management and Budget (OMB) Circular No. A-11, including activities necessary to protect life and property, activities
expressly authorized by law, and activities necessarily implied by law. NPS activities in this category include:

• Law enforcement and emergency response;

• Border and coastal protection and surveillance

• Fire suppression for active fires, emergency stabilization,
or staffing commensurate with Preparedness Level condi-
tions;

• Protection of Federal lands, buildings, waterways, equip-
ment, and other property within the National Park System,
including research property;

• Activities essential to ensure continued public health and
safety, including safe use of food and drugs and safe use
of hazardous materials, drinking water, and sewage treat-
ment operation;

• Activities that ensure production of power and mainte-
nance of the power distribution system;

• Activities related to United States Park Police annuity
benefits transfer (necessarily implied by law, 54 U.S.C.
103101(d));

• Activities related to facilitation of First Amendment ac-
tivities including permitting and monitoring (necessarily
implied by law, U.S. Const, Amend I); and

• Activities necessary to oversee or support excepted or ex-
empted activities, including budget, finance, procurement,
communications, human resources, and information tech-
nology services.

November 2025 Events  & Updates  at
Hawai‘ i  Volcanoes National  Park




