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Cooper Center 
Community 
Pantry News

The next drive through food
pantry will be on Wednes-

day, January 25th from 9:30-
11am.

Thank you to everyone who do-
nated gifts to our toy drive!

As always, our food pantry can
use canned vegetables, tuna
and beans.

Contact Victoria:
cccommunitypantry@gmail.com

🎆🎉ALOHA KAKOU🥳🎇

Let your resolution be to shiver on in to January's Volcano
Swap/Craft/Art Meets. Held 2nd & 4th Saturdays, January 14th

& 28th from 8AM to 12Noonish at Cooper Center in the Historical
Heart of Volcano Village on Wright Road.

SHOP LOCAL! It's Live Music by Kepali's Meles, Onolicious
Grinds, Great Shopping, Good Prices, & Big Fun.

Expect Handmade Arts, Crafts, & Jewelry, Local Honey, Jam/Jelly,
Produce & Plants, Crystals & Gemstones, Clothing, Incense, Koa
Decor & Gifts, New & Gently Used Treasures. Bookstore & Thrift
Store also open.

To vend or for more info, call Auntie Frances at 808-985-8646 &
leave message.

🧨Have a Wonderful New Year & Best of Luck with Those Reso-
lutions. It's a chance for us all to start over.🎊

Auntie Frances Roberts-Bennett🌺

Kadomatsu is a traditional
Japanese decoration. It is usu-

ally placed in front of houses, or left
and right of entrance paths to a
building or shop. 

The assembly is basically made of
bamboo and pine. The center of
Kodamatsu is usually made of
three bamboo shoots in three dif-
ferent sizes.

Shoots and pines are joined to-
gether with freshly woven straw or
straw rope. After this simple as-
sembly, the decoration is ready to
be placed at the entrance of resi-
dences or stores.

Another important event takes
place on January 15th, known as
Dondoyaki. In this event the kado-
matsu and other decorations of
new Year are burned in a ritual.

Cooper Center
Closed Saturday
January 7, 2023 

The Hilo to Volcano 50K ultra
and team relay is a challenging

31 mile Run. The run starts at 6am
from the Hilo Coconut Island park-
ing lot for the solo runners and 6:30
am for the teams This course uti-
lizes shoulders on Hwy 11 and fin-
ishes at the Cooper Center in
Volcano.

Note that Cooper Center will be
closed so no 
Bookstore or 
Thrift Shop. 
Thank you for 
your patience.

This is done inside a shrine,
school, courtyard or some open
place. 

skdesu.com

What is Kadomatsu?

Every item in the kadomatsu has a spiritual
meaning: bamboo is a symbol of strength and
prosperity and pine symbolizes long life. Also,
the 3 bamboo pieces represent heaven (the
tallest), humanity (the middle) and earth (the
smallest).
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Volcano Newsletter
News Submissions

All submissions must be by email,
ads, articles, and unclassifieds to
Linda Ugalde kilaueatutu@gmail.com,
on or before the 10th of the month
prior to month it’s being submitted
for. All ads must also give us their
snail mail address for invoicing.
Articles for non regular submis-
sions may not be over 300 words.
For additional information email
me or call 808-936-9705. No calls
after 5pm.

Volcano Community News (VCN)
is not responsible for errors in sub-
mitted articles, that is the responsi-
bility of the submitter.

Advertising
Ads: 1½” x 2½” $30.00 per issue,
with 6 month pre-payment 10% re-
duction ($162) in unchanged ad.
For 2½” square ads it’s $45.00 per
month. For 6 months10% reduc-
tion ($243). Back page is $55 and
$75 same terms. Ads are placed
as submitted. It is not our job to
change or fix an ad. Must be sub-
mitted in the size requested. Mini-
mum resolution for ads is 300 dpi.
Ad and payment must be received
by the 10th. Clearly state if ad is
being run for 1 month or if it’s
going to be longer. Again payment
must be made by the 10th or ad will
be pulled.

Checks for ads should be made out
to Cooper Center Council, and
mailed to:

P.O. Box 1000
Volcano, HI  96785, 

and identify ad that’s being paid for.

The “Voice” on pages 6 & 7 is pro-
duced with full editorial license by
Volcano Community Association,
not Cooper Center Council.

Editor: Linda L. Ugalde
Layout & Design by

Kipuka Graphics

Worship Services
&

Meditation Groups
* * * * * * * * *

Catholic Sunday Mass
St. Theresa’s in Mt. View

5:30 pm on Saturday
10:00 am on Sunday

* * * * * * * * *
New Hope Christian Fellowship
Hilo Side of Akatsuka Orchids

Sunday Svc. 8:30am
Pastor Ray Glory, Jr.
Pastor Jason Morton
newhopevolcano.com

* * * * * * * * *
The Village Church 

Sunday Service at 10 am
Wednesday Bible Study 6:30 pm

19-4276 Wright Rd
Volcano, HI  96785

email: tvcvolcano@gmail.com

* * * * * * * * *
Society of Friends (Quakers)

Royal Hawaiian Estates
Every Sunday at 2 pm

new phone # 808-443-9202

* * * * * * * * * 
The Baha`i Faith / Mauna Loa Est.

6-7 pm Tuesdays
All are welcome! 551-6329

* * * * * * * * *
The Unitarian-Universalists of Puna

10:30 am Sundays in HPP
Call: 967-7295 for a ride.

* * * * * * * * *
Hale Lokahi Retreat House
Mini Retreat every Sunday

10:30 am on Zoom
Call 808-896-7234

* * * * * * * * *
Volcano Insight Meditation Group

10am Sunday on Zoom
Volcano Art Center, Niaulani Campus

Mary Grace Orr, Teacher

* * * * * * * * *
Family of Faith

Church of the Nazarene
18-1325 Old Volcano Rd - Mt View

Sunday Worship @ 9 am
(808) 491-8413

UNCLASSIFIEDS
FREE TO GOOD HOME. Older
fax machine, scanner/printer.
VHS tape collection. Please call
Auntie Frances at 808-985-8646 &
leave message.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Simple mending & clothing
alterations, hem & patchwork.
Custom Print Swimwear in all
sizes & for all ages. General
housekeeping & cleaning incl.
vacation rentals. Reasonable
rates, free estimates, references
available. Please text Kiana at
808-391-9558.

“We all get the exact
same 365 days. The

only difference is what 
we do with them.”

– Hillary DePiano
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Power Play
Getting Through a Long Power Outage 

Without a Generator

Unless your home is fully solar-powered, extended
power outages can be uncomfortable and even downright stressful. Many

homes have electric hot water heaters and appliances, and everyone in the Volcano
area has a rainwater catchment system that often relies on an electric pump.

As seen during the powerful December 2021 kona low storm, multi-day power
outages do occur in the Volcano area. As climate change causes weather events
to become more extreme, there is a possibility that power outages can extend be-
yond just days. Extended outages can also be caused by windstorms, earthquakes
and volcanic eruptions. 

The obvious fix is to have a generator. But what if you don't?

Water access: A top concern is access to water from your catchment. Using a
siphon works best. This can be done by putting a garden hose inside the tank, fill-
ing it, then bringing it over the side. The water will start to flow through the hose.
If you kink the outflow end to stop the flow, you can put on a sprayer yet keep it
primed. This makes the water accessible as needed. Just be sure the outflow end
is lower than the end inside the tank.

If you cannot easily access the top edge of your catchment tank to submerge an
entire hose, consider using a bulb siphon. They are available at any place that sells
aquarium supplies. Though they don't have as much flow as a garden hose, you
need only to get one end into the tank, put your finger over the outflow end, and
squeeze the bulb until water starts flowing.

What if you can't get a siphon into your tank? Take this into consideration before-
hand. Always keep at least two 5-gallon bottles of purified water stored. One rule
of thumb before a major storm event is to fill your bathtub with water. In addition,
fill as many buckets and bottles as you can. After the event has subsided, you can
put empty rubbish cans and other containers outside to catch rainwater. Toilets
can be flushed by quickly pouring a gallon or so of water into the bowl.

Refrigeration: Fill bottles or Ziploc bags ¾ full of water and put them in your
freezer until it is full. This should be a mainstay, as strong earthquakes can knock
out power with no advance notice. Before a storm, lower the temperature in your
refrigerator and freezer to the lowest setting. During the outage, limit opening the
refrigerator and freezer. Be sure to stock up on dry foods before a disaster event
strikes.

Cooking: During an extended outage, an electric range is good for nothing but
extra counter space. If your kitchen is all electric, investing in a 2-burner propane
camp stove is advisable. Another option is a charcoal or propane barbecue grill.

Lights: Always keep emergency candles, flashlights and fresh batteries on hand.
Old style oil lamps are excellent. Ace Hardware in Kea'au sells smoke-free paraf-
fin lamp oil to keep the indoor environment healthy.

Communications: You might not have any communications if cell phone towers
are affected. To receive the latest Civil Defense updates, having a short wave
hand-crank emergency radio on hand is advisable. Additionally, should the event
activate the Volcano Emergency Response Team (VERT), HAM radio operations
will be set up at Cooper Center to receive the latest situation updates.

TV and Internet: Forget it. Time to read those books you've been wanting to get
to, or break out the board games.

The Volcano Emergency Response Team

Rainfall in Inches 
for the Month of
November 2022

Volcano Golf Course       6.79
data collected by Janis Hamersma

Volcano Village               11.3
data collected by Jim Bush

Mauna Loa Est.               12.74
data collected by JJ Jasinski

Royal Hawn Est.             13.3
data collected by Tom Pico

Fern Forest                     15.83
data collected by Drew Kapp

Ohia Estates                    5
data collected by Marissa Bondaug

Volcano Seniors
January 2023 Calendar

January 5 - Business
Meeting (Yearly plans Out-
ings, installation of officers),
Potluck, Games  

January 12 – Games,
Potluck

January 19 – Games,
Potluck

January 26 – Bingo,
Potluck , Games 

The Volcano Senior’s Club
meets every Thursday

morning at Cooper Center
from 9-12.
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Volcano School  of  
Arts  & Sciences

Volcano School 
Alumnus Highlight 

- Katie Mulliken, Geologist

As the new year begins, and with
the latest eruption of Mauna Loa,

we are all privileged to witness the
awesome power of the ‘āina of this
place. Local geologist Katie Mulliken
(VSAS Class of 2004) epitomizes the
Volcano School’s place-based mission
of “Learning from Volcano’s unique
natural and cultural resources to be-
come creative global citizens.” 

Mulliken, a native of Volcano Village,
attended the Volcano School of Arts &
Sciences Public Charter School in the
first cohort when the school opened,
and it was her time at VSAS that in-
spired her path in life. “I remember the
first year, we had classes in the houses
in the National Park,” she said. “One
day when I was in junior high school,
a ranger took our class on a hike. That
night I wrote in my journal, ‘I want to
be a geologist!’”

Mulliken worked hard to make her
dream come true. After graduating
from Waiākea High School in 2008 she
attended UH-Hilo, earning degrees in
both Geology and Anthropology. She
then moved to Alaska and earned a
Master’s Degree at the University of
Alaska, Fairbanks. She worked at the
United States Geological Survey
Alaska Volcano Observatory, notably
on building a volcanic ash database
and studying the effects of such ash on
the hunter/gatherers in the area.  

When Kīlauea erupted in 2018, Mul-
liken was one of the geologists from
around the country dispatched to
Hawai’i Volcanoes National Park as
part of the USGS team. That was a
homecoming for her, and she is now a
Geologist with the University of
Hawai’i. When Mauna Loa began

erupting on November 29, 2022, Katie
Mulliken went on Hawaii Public
Radio to provide the public with some
of the first scientific commentary on
the situation. 

"Right now, this is a very new eruption
so it's very dynamic," she says.
"Things are changing and we are very
closely monitoring the situation." She
added that the most important thing for
residents of Hawai’i Island to do is to
obtain eruption updates from credible
sources, including the Hawai’i County
Civil Defense and Hawaiʻi Volcanoes
Observatory. 

In addition to Mulliken, we are also
blessed to have the expertise of “citi-
zen geologist” Philip Ong (a VSAS
parent) as part of our school commu-
nity.  VSAS is founded on a close re-
lationship with our community
partners USGS and Hawai’I Volcanoes
National Park.

This month, VSAS Founder's Day is
January 11, 2023, marking the Volcano
School’s 22nd anniversary serving the
island’s families with quality public
education. Mahalo to all supporters
and partners, and congratulations to all
stakeholders. 

photo courtesy of UH Hilo

Upcoming VERT 
Volunteer
Training
Exercise

The Volcano Emergency Re-
sponse Team (VERT) will be

holding a training session for
existing VERT volunteers on
February 11, 10:00 a.m.-1 p.m.,
at Cooper Center's Carlson
Court (where the skate park is).

The training exercise will be
“tabletop,” consisting of how to
execute forms and
processing information, organ-
izing responses and managing
logistics during a disaster sce-
nario.

Again, this training session
is only for existing VERT
volunteers.

If you are interested in becom-
ing a VERT volunteer, please
email Doug Wilson at:  dous-
celle@aol.com.
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H a p p y  N e w  Y e a r !
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Ro t a r y  C lub  o f  Vo l c ano  
J anua ry  2 0 2 3  News

How do you spell gratitude? What does the word volunteer mean?

Third-grade students in Kaʻu and Puna can now find easy answers to those questions and similar ones thanks to a
donation of dictionaries by the Rotary Club of Volcano.

Club members last month delivered about 200 free dictionaries to the students at Naʻalehu, Mountain View and Pahala
elementary schools as well as the Volcano School for Arts & Sciences.

The donations are part of a nationwide program that since 1992 has provided millions of the dictionaries to students
around the country and the world. The goal of the program is to help students become good writers, active readers,

creative thinkers and better learners by providing their own personal dictionary,
which they can use at school and at home for years to come.

Rotarians across the country have been participating in the dictionary project
since 2002. In recent years, Rotarians have bought and distributed more than 1
million dictionaries across the country.

To learn more about the dictionary project, visit their website: https://www.dic-
tionaryproject.org/

Regular meetings of the Rotary Club of Volcano are at 8 a.m. on the first and third
Thursdays of every month at the Volcano Arts Center. Visitors are welcome.

Submitted by Mike Leidemann

Wilma Roddy, principal of Naʻalehu Ele-
mentary School, shows some of the dic-
tionaries that were given to the school̒s
third-grade students.
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Hawai`i Volcanoes National Park 
January 2023

Stewardship at the Summit Rainforest Restoration. Volunteer to help
remove invasive, non-native plant species that prevent native plants from

growing in Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park. Wear sturdy hiking shoes and
long pants. Bring a hat, rain gear,
day pack, snacks and water. Gloves
and tools are provided. Under 18?
Parental or guardian accompaniment
with written consent is required. Visit the park web-
site for details:
nps.gov/havo/planyourvisit/summit_stewardship.htm
When: January 7, 12, 21 & 27. Meet at 8:45 a.m. 
Where: Meet project leaders Paul and Jane Field at
Kīlauea Visitor Center on any of the above dates.   

ʻIke Hana Noʻeau Hawaiian cultural demonstrations are back! Learn to create beautiful de-
signs with traditional patterns using ‘ohe kāpala (bamboo stamps). Originally used to decorate
clothing with deep symbolic meanings, we now use the designs on ‘ohe kāpala to tell stories on
a variety of modern materials. Bring your own bag or t-shirt and stamp away. Part of Hawaiʻi
Volcanoes National Park’s ongoing ‘Ike Hana Noʻeau ( Experience the Skillfull Work) Hawaiian
cultural programs.
When: Wednesday, January 11 from 10 a.m. to noon
Where: ʻŌhiʻa Wing (across Crater Rim Drive from Kīlauea Visitor Center)  

Fee-Free Day on Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. All fee-charging national parks including
Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park are free to honor the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
When: Monday, January 16
Where: All fee-charging national parks in the U.S.  

Liliʻuokalani at Washington Palace. January 17 marks the anniversary of the illegal overthrow
of the Hawaiian Kingdom in 1893. The park presents an amazing one-woman show written and
performed by Jackie Pualani Johsnon who reenacts the Queen’s remembrance and the solace she
found in family after the overthrow of her kingdom. Jackie Pualani Johnson developed her por-
trayal from the writings of Queen Lili’uokalani, the Queen’s family and other historical sources.
Part of Hawai‘i Volcanoes’ ongoing After Dark in the Park series.
When: Tuesday, January 17 at 7 p.m.  
Where: Kīlauea Visitor Center auditorium    

Kahuku Coffee Talk: Waʻa Lashing & Cordage. James Akau, lifelong
Kaʻū community member, sailor and ʻāina enthusiast shares his knowl-
edge of Hawaiian cordage and how it was used for lashing on Hawaiian
waʻa (outrigger canoes). James has been a ship engineer and scientific
diver. Part of Hawaiʻi Volcanoes’ ongoing Kahuku Coffee Talk series.
When: Saturday, January 21 at 9:30 a.m.
Where: Kahuku Visitor Contact Station  

Invasive Himalayan Ginger Removal 
NPS Photo / Jessica Ferracane
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O  P i o n e e r s !
Something has to be first. When hot lava becomes cool lava, Nature, ever on the move, seeks to fill the emptiness. But

what goes first? That depends on what is nearby and what the wind blows in. In an area near a montane forest, it will
be spiders and crickets, lichen and moss and other hardy, self-sufficient organisms that bring their own resources with
them and use the scant ones available. These organisms are lowlying and unobtrusive. They are there before most of us
even notice their presence. The ones we do notice and the ones we usually think of as pioneer plants are the bedrock of
our upland forests: ‘ohi’a; ‘ama’u; ‘ohelo; pukiawe, ‘a’ali’i. Did I leave out some of your favorites? There are more, of
course, and each one is an important contributor to a healthy, diverse forest of the future. They are pioneers because they

can derive moisture and nutrients where others cannot. Some of
these plants, such as ‘ohi’a, go on to be a dominant part of the new
landscape, while others get out-shaded and live on as remnants,
waiting for the call-up when a new lava flow appears. This whole
process of forming a forest community literally from bare rock is
called primary succession. Primary and succession are almost con-
tradictory terms. How can there be a succession if you are first?
But it’s an illusion. Nature is a magician that just seems to conjure
something out of nothing.

submitted by Marcia Stone
volcanosnatives.com

'Ōhi'a with lichen and moss.



January 2023 at the Volcano
Art Center & Gallery

The Volcano Art Center (VAC) is proud to announce a new exhibition, Polynesian Curiosities at the VAC gallery in
Hawai’i Volcanoes National Park from January 7th - February 19th, 2023. The exhibit presents new hand carved

woodwork by Jeff Roth. While the exhibit is free, park entrance fees apply. For more information contact Emily C. Weiss
at info@volcanoartcenter.org. 

A series of 6 drawing classes for children ages 8 to 14 with Ken Charon at Volcano Art Center’s Niaulani Campus,
Tuesdays, 3:30 – 5:00 pm, January 3 – February 7, 2023. Financial scholarships are available for those in need.  

As part of the Liko A’e Keiki Art Program, VAC will offer a 4-week session of introductory hula on Thursdays, for
keiki ages 6-12. Kumu Meleana, a lifelong resident of Volcano, is a cultural practitioner and the leader of Hālau Ke ‘Olu
Makani O Mauna Loa. Classes start on Thursday, January 5 – January 26, 2023, from 2:45 pm – 3:45 pm at VAC Niaulani
Campus in Volcano Village. Financial scholarships are available for those in need.  

Book Signing Event: Voices of Hawai’i with Jane Marshall Goodsill Meet Jane Marshall Goodsill the author of Voices
of Hawai’i: Preserving Island Culture One Story At A Time Jane will be signing copies of her book at Volcano Art Center
Gallery in Hawai’i Volcanoes National Park on Saturday, January 7th from 11am -2pm.

Join Patti Pease Johnson Saturday, January 14, 2023,  from 9 am – 12:30 pm at
VAC Niaulani Campus in Volcano, Village. In this class Pen Sketching with Wa-
tercolors you will learn mixed media line and wash technique on 6 x 9” watercolor
paper and create 2 paintings in the 3 ½ hour session. For more information visit
our website at www.volcanoartcenter.org.

Join Certified Zentangle Teacher (CZT) Dina Wood Kageler for this Basics
and Beyond! class that will take both new and experienced artists on explo-
rations of the roots of this meditative art form, on Saturday, January 14, 2023,
from 10am – 1pm.

The Volcano Art Center’s 2023 Hula Kahiko program continues on Saturday, January 14 at 10:30am with a performance
by Nā Kumu Hula Pelehonuamea Harman and Kekoa Harman with Hālau I Ka Leo Ola O Nā Mamo. The performance
will take place in a one-of-a-kind outdoor setting at the kahua hula (hula platform) in the Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National
Park. Audience members are encouraged to bring sun/rain gear and sitting mats.  National Park entrance fees may apply.
The Volcano Art Center presents Sounds at the Summit with Muriel on Saturday, January 14, 2023, at 5:30 pm at Volcano
Art Center Niaulani Campus in Volcano Village featuring Muriel Anderson. Tickets are $25 for VAC members/$30 non-
members!

Make Your Own Glass Mosaic Workshop with Michael Reeder is a 3-session workshop, held on Sundays, January 15,
22, 29, 2023, from 10 am – 12 pm, at Volcano Art Center Ni‘aulani Campus in Volcano Village.

Join Heather Penfield on Saturday, January 21, 2023, from 9am – 11am., for the Cooking with Canoe Plants Workshop
at Volcano Art Center Niaulani Campus. Visit www.volcanoartcenter.org for more information.

Thursday Night at the Center: My View from the House by the Sea with Donna Barr. Thursday, January 26, 2023, at
6 pm, at Volcano Art Center’s Niaulani Campus in Volcano Village. Local author Donna Marie Barr’s new book will
take you to theSamoan Islands without leaving home. As Barr describes in the book’s subtitle, her memoir tells
the story of A Life Transformed by Samoa and the Peace Corps.

Reiki 1 Certification with Heather Penfield on Saturday, January 28, 2023, from 9am – 12pm.
at Volcano Art Center Niaulani Campus. Reiki is a complimentary holistic healing technique used
to relax and balance the nervous system, assisting the body’s natural ability to heal and restore it-
self on a physical, mental, emotional, and spiritual le. To register visit www.volcanoartcenter.org.

The Volcano Art Center is a non-profit educational organization created in 1974 to promote, de-
velop, and perpetuate the artistic and cultural heritage of Hawai‘i’s people and environment
through activities in the visual, literary, and performing arts. 
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HOU
RS


