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Volcano Vil lage Art Hui: 
Creative Adaptations 2020

With thoughts of you and your safety, our 34th annual Studio
Tour & Sale has been adapted to fit these challenging times.

Over the traditional Thanksgiving weekend, participating artists
offered various ways to acquire art using safety guidelines, includ-
ing online orders, scheduled appointments, and/or modified on-
site studio tours. 

Many artists will continue these opportunities throughout the
month of December, and beyond. Several locations plan to be open
for direct sales, including Fahrenheit 2400 Glass Gallery and Vol-
cano Garden Arts. Elizabeth Miller, Margaret Barnaby and Erik
Wold plan to continue to take appointments to visit their studios,
and Lisa Louise Adams, Margaret Barnaby, Chiu Leong, Charlotte
Forbes Perry, Joan Yoshioka and Emily Herb invite you to visit
their websites for On-line purchases. However, any of these plans
may change due to health & safety considerations. We encourage
you to contact the individual artists and discover the most current
available options.  

Please check: www.VolcanoVillageArtistsHui.com or Instagram:
@VolcanoArtHui for updates and individual artists' contact infor-
mation. Thank you for your valued support throughout the years!

submitted by Emily Herb for the
Volcano Village Artists Hui

Volcano Village Artists Hui. Front Row L to R: Misato Mortara, Pam Barton, Margaret
Barnaby, Erik Wold. Standing L to R: Michael Mortara, Lisa Louise Adams, Ira Ono,
Elizabeth Miller, Ricia Shema, Zeke Israel & Emily Herb.

A SINCERE MAHALO

To all of the community coquis-
tadors who spend countless

hours hunting and catching frogs
throughout Volcano. Your efforts
are so very much appreciated. Due
to their tireless efforts in Mauna
Loa Estates, over 1,000 frogs were
hand caught and an untold number
were eradicated via spraying, in-
cluding a few dozen egg-laying fe-
males. Large portions of our
subdivision are notably more quiet.
It is a daunting task but a worthy
one, not only for the attempts to
keep our nights quiet, but for the
overall health of the forest and the
native birds that reside here who
depend on the insect population to
survive. Sincere gratitude to all who
gave their time to frog hunting.
High season for coqui generally
runs from April to November.
Eradication costs are significant;
one bag of citric acid costs about
$60 for a spray application. There
are also costs associated with main-
tenance of the sprayer and it's
parts. Donations are accepted year
round through the Cooper Center
Council: PO Box 1000 in Volcano.
If you are interested in getting in-
volved or in learning some simple
techniques for catching frogs around
your own home call 985-9906."

submitted by Gayle Chavez
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Volcano Newsletter
News Submissions

All e-mail submissions for ads, articles and
Unclassifieds should go to Linda Ugalde
at 936-9705 kilaueatutu@gmail.comCalls
to my # between 8am-5pm only; it’s
treated as a business phone. Be sure to
include your name! Please include a
headline. Deadline -10th of each month.

For any scheduling, contact
Linda Ugalde 936-9705

8am to 5pm
or email to kilaueatutu@gmail.com

Volcano Community News is not respon-
sible for errors in submitted articles. The
views expressed in the submissions are
those of the authors. ALL submissions
must be by digital copy, with name and
contact information provided. 

Advertising
Pre-Paid rectangular 1½” high x 2½”
wide press ready ads cost $30 per issue
or $162 for 6 months, and 2½” square
ads cost $45 per issue, or $243 for 6
months. Back page ads are $55. and
$75. with a 10% discount for 6 months. If
ads are stopped & restarted, ad graphics
must be resent. Ads are placed as sub-
mitted, we cannot make any changes, or
“fix” the appearance of the ads. Must be
submitted in exact size as specified
above. If you need help to prepare or fix
the minimum resolution of 300 dpi con-
tact a graphic artist of your choosing.
Submit as a PDF or JPG file. Ad pay-
ments must be made in a timely manner.
All ads are due by the 10th, and payment
needs to be RECEIVED by the 10th.
When you place an ad, make sure we
have your snail mail and email address
for billing. If you don’t pull your ad, we will
run, and you will be liable for payment. 

Checks for advertising should be made
payable to, addressed to, and received
by the 15th of the month by: 

Cooper Center Council
Phone: (808) 967-7800

Volcano Community News
P.O. Box 1000, Volcano, HI 96785
online: www.thecoopercenter.org

“The Voice” (pg. 6 & 7) is produced
with full editorial license by Volcano
Community Association not Cooper
Center Council.

Edited by Linda Ugalde
Layout/Design by Kipuka Graphics

Un-Classifieds

Rainfall in Inches 
for the Month of
October  2020

Volcano Golf Course     2.38
data collected by Janis Hamersma

Volcano Village             5.54
data collected by Jim Bush

Mauna Loa Est.           8.54
data collected by JJ Jasinski

Royal Hawaiian Est.     7.05
data collected by Tom Pico

Fern Forest                  5.81
data collected by Drew Kapp

Ohia Estates                 3.0
data collected by Marissa Bondaug

10:30 am on Zoom

MLE Neighborhood
Watch Looking for

Volunteers!
Interested in helping keep
Mauna Loa Estates safe by
volunteering to help patrol
our community? We are re-
cruiting more volunteers to
join our neighborhood
watch crew. Interested?
Contact MLENeighbor-
hoodWatch@gmail.com
and become part of our
dedicated team.
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F r o m  t h e  
F i r e  H o u s e

What? It is December already? What hap-
pened to the year? Well it has been a year

to remember or to forget. The holidays are
upon us and we must try to celebrate the best
we can under the circumstances. I know the election was rough and
when you read this article, it may not be decided yet. My prayer is that
civility would reign in the village, no matter the outcome. We still need
to care and look out for each other. The holiday season is a hard time
for some. They may have lost a loved one and this is the first time with-
out them. Check on your neighbors and friends. Do not let them be
alone and feel no one cares.

Now for my annual safety reminders. Christmas lights - check them for
frayed cords, broken sockets, and damaged plugs (replace them if need
be). The sets are not expensive, better safe than sorry. Do not overload
outlets with too many plugs. Please do not use power strips as extension
cords by plugging power strips into each other. Get a good extension
cord, making sure it is not frayed or damaged. Please do not run exten-
sion cords under rugs, especially in high traffic areas. There is nothing
like the smell of a live Christmas tree and nothing burns faster than a
dried tree that has not been kept watered. Check the water level in the
tree stand daily and add water as needed.

Now for some sad news. This will be my last article. I will be retiring
from the fire department on December 4, 2020. My wife and I will be
focusing on preparing to move to Texas to be with our son, daughter-
in-law and grand kids in Pflugerville. We were moved here by G-D to
serve Volcano and arrived here in January 2008. We wanted to serve the
community, and to be involved.

Under new leadership, Volcano 19A will continue to protect our com-
munity. I know you will give him/her the same support you gave me.
Our motto has always been, “We serve so others may live”.

In closing, my wife and I want to say, it has been a privilege and an
honor to be part of this community. We will miss you. Have a great
month.

Paul Lakin, Captain,19A
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The Volcano School of Arts &
Sciences’ Peaceful Gardens

As part of a schoolwide Ka Mala
Maluhia (Children's Peaceful Gar-

den) project, some classes participated
by growing vegetable starters at home
to transplant into school gardens. Stu-
dents received Garden-in-a-Box kits
delivered to their homes in August.
Second graders recently completed
transplanting their plants. 

Each week, second graders met on
Zoom with teacher Erica Jensen and
Permaculture teacher Barbara Sarbin to
show and tell about how their plants
were doing, and to learn more about
gardening through hands-on activities.
Ms. Jensen said, “Through this project,
students learned what plants need to
grow and how they could personally
help their plants grow better.”  

Students had opportunities to integrate
science, math, and writing curriculum
into this hands-on gardening project.
“It was exciting to use this hands-on,
real life, authentic project as a spring-
board for all sorts of rich learning,”
said Ms. Jensen.

Second Grader, Takami Munnerlyn
wrote, "When I got my bokchoy, I
planted it in the backyard.  I gave my
plant a name, it's Mrs. Bokchoy. She is
healthy and strong. Every morning I
check the height with a tape measure
and make sure she has plenty of water.”
"It was actually really fun," says Sec-
ond Grader Namiko Kishimoto of the
gardening project. “It was fun to see
outside and see the plants grow up." "I
thought the project was a really good
idea, being that it held Kekaliloa re-
sponsible for taking care of his own
plant," says Pi'ilani Galdones, mother
of Second Grader Kekaliloa Keawe.  

COVID-19 safety procedures were
maintained throughout the transplant-
ing activity. Children came to school
20 minutes apart all day long, went

Volcano School  of  
Arts  & Sciences

through a screening process upon ar-
rival including a temperature check
and hand sanitizing, worked one a time
in the garden wearing gloves, masks,
and staying 6 feet apart from the
teacher 

Program coordinator and Permaculture
teacher, Barbara Sarbin said, “Next
will be to prepare a healthy snack at
home with all of these veggies, to dis-
cover how delicious they are too. This
is crucial to the understanding of how
to grow our own food at home, to help
develop beginning knowledge and ex-
perience towards sustainability and
healthy eating.” 

The "Ka Mala Maluhia" (Children's
Peaceful Garden) project is being made
possible by a Project Grant from the
Kokua Hawaii Foundation, as well as
donations of materials, time, and ex-
pertise from Something Good in the
World, McCall's Farm, Mana'o Farm,
and Paradise Meadows Farm. The in-
spiration for the Garden-in-a-Box kits
comes from The Edible Schoolyard
Project and the Farm-Based Education
Network. 

Visit www.volcanoschool.net learn
more about how students at The Vol-
cano Schoool of Arts & Sciences are
learning through Volcano’s unique nat-

Rabbit Regulations

This is an informational piece
about the threat and laws sur-

rounding uncaged rabbits. I work
with DLNR/Division of Forestry and
Wildlife. We work closely with DOA
Dept of Agriculture when it comes
to injurious species and especially
rabbits. This is because DOA is very
short staffed so we often take the
lead on rabbit calls. I have been re-
ceiving many rabbit calls lately and
have also observed some in MLE
and had reports in Royal Hawaiin, N
Pszyk and HIlo. Rabbits are a con-
cern to both the mission of DOA and
the mission of DLNR to both protect
our agricultural crops as well as our
natural resources native forests and
landscaping. I've attached some of
the rules and regulations regarding
loose rabbits you can judge by the
rules the seriousness of loose rabbits. 

§142-94  Destruction of unconfined
rabbits and Belgian hares.  Any

police officer or other person may
destroy any rabbit or Belgian hare
found unconfined and no officer or
other person destroying any rabbits
or Belgian hares so found shall be li-

ural and cultural resources to be-
come creative global citizens.  

Volcano School 20th Anniversary
Calendar of student artwork now on
sale for only $20 at:

www.volcanoschool.net
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able for any damages for such de-
struction to any person claiming the
ownership of the animals; provided
that no officer or other person shall
enter any inhabited enclosure for the
purpose of taking or destroying any
rabbits or Belgian hares without au-
thority of law or under a warrant
duly issued. [L 1890, c 61, §3; am L
1917, c 50, §4; RL 1925, §671; RL 1935,
§256; RL 1945, §1100; RL 1955, §20-
93; HRS §142-94] 
§142-95  Rabbits, Belgian hares, to be
kept off ground; penalty.  Any per-
son who breeds, raises or keeps rab-
bits or Belgian hares shall keep them
off the ground. 
Any person who violates this section
shall be fined not more than $100 or
imprisoned not more than six
months, or both. [L 1957, c 298, §§1,
2; Supp, §20-94; HRS §142-95] 
Cross References: 

Classification of offense and au-
thorized punishment, see §§701-
107, 706-640, 663. 

submitted by Ian Cole
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Volcano Community Association (VCA) Mission Statement
To improve and protect the quality of life in Volcano, County and State of Hawaii, on behalf of all residents of the area. To pro-
mote the social and educational advancement, increase recreational opportunities, ensure health, protect natural environment,

and develop community spirit. Also, it will undertake any consonant project the community may be moved to assign to it.
However, it will remain nonpartisan and nonsectarian.

December  2020

Neighborly Respect Vital During COVID-19 Times
In these unprecedented and angst-

ridden times we've had to adapt in
many ways (sometimes grudgingly)
to the “new normal.” One of these
adaptations is the fact that more peo-
ple than ever are now working from
home. While this is a wonderful op-
tion for those who may have other-
wise lost their jobs, it comes with its
own set of challenges depending on
your occupation.

In-person office meetings have been
replaced with online Zoom meetings;
many who once would be present at
a retail business have found online
work at home, teachers are conduct-
ing online classes, while others have
taken to cottage industry. No matter
your work-at-home occupation, it
usually requires focus and a mini-
mum of outside interference. It's the
'outside interference' part that's espe-
cially challenging for those relegated
to working in their living rooms.

Many who grew up in our “don't
make waves” island culture were
taught not to complain about nui-
sances inherent in everyday life, par-
ticularly noisy neighbors who are just
doing their thing. In normal times,
most people would be away during
the day at their workplace, so ‘a‘ole
pilikia - no problem. But these are not
normal times.

At this time, it is important in our
communities that we respect and
have compassion for the fact that peo-
ple are trying to work effectively
from home. That can be very hard
when nearby neighbors have ongoing
construction noise, are in love with
their weedwhacker, leaf blower, or
chainsaw and use them for hours

every single day, blast the music or TV
at all hours, have excessively barky
dogs and so on. 

In a forest environment, it's easy to for-
get about neighbors when you can't see
their house. But they are there, and be-
lieve me, they often hear everything
loud and clear, including raised voices,
especially when lot sizes are small.
Many believe that the forest dampens
sound. In actuality, the forest can am-
plify mid-range and high frequencies
in a way similar to a loudspeaker,
though low frequencies tend to be at-
tenuated. Forest acoustics is a complex
science with numerous variables; for
those who are interested there is a
wealth of information accessible on
Google Scholar.

If you are in the noisy neighbor cate-
gory, it's important to be mindful and
acknowledge the fact. Chances are that
your neighbors who are working from
home are suffering your noisiness in si-
lence; they probably won't confront
you until they are at breaking point.
This does not make for a harmonious
community. It only breeds resentment. 
So here's a few suggestions:

1) Admitting it is the first step. Be
aware that your noise may be nega-
tively impacting those around you. If
you need to make a lot of noise, go talk
to your nearby neighbors. If there's
going to be construction noise, let them
know so they can prepare for it. If you
have had ongoing noise for a while,
apologize to your neighbors and ask if
there are times that quiet is absolutely
necessary for them. On a personal note,
a few weeks ago there was a day of
chainsawing noise at my house. The
next day I brought garden veggies and

an apology to my very quiet, work-
from-home neighbors. I now let them
know ahead of time if I'm going to be
making loud noise for an extended
time. They were very appreciative.

2) If you have elderly neighbors, that
afternoon nap is a very real necessity
for their health and well-being. Talk
with them and find out if there is
noise that is bothering them. Some-
one with eight hunting dogs that bark
non-stop moved in behind an elderly
friend of mine, and his health has
been degrading significantly because
he can't get rest. Be pono and take re-
sponsibility for your own excessive
noise, be it man or beast.

3) Try to set a noise schedule with
your neighbors. This worked out very
well for another person I know. In this
case, he approached the noisy neigh-
bor and let them know he needed
quiet between the hours of 1:00 and
4:00. So far, so good.

4) Assess your needs. Is it really nec-
essary to run the weedwhacker or
chainsaw every day? Is it possible to
make most of your intrusive noise in
the course of a single day? How loud
do you actually need your TV or
music to be? Are you open to bark
mitigation training, bark collars, or
blocking the view of things that cause
the dogs to frequently go off? 

5) If you work from home and are
being impacted by excessive noise,
try gently approaching your noisy
neighbor and discussing the issue
with them. In a non-aggressive way,
let them know how the noise is im-
pacting you, and try to come to a so-
lution that works for both of you.
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I'm fortunate that I remodeled my
home years ago, installing double
walls and heavy insulation; if I close
my windows I barely hear anything,
chainsawing being the exception.
However, many homes don't have
this kind of modification. And peo-
ple in those homes can't work well if
they can't hear themselves think,
can't focus because of loud, exces-
sive noise, can't hear their students,
and can't hear people on the phone or
in a Zoom meeting. Our kūpuna can't
stay healthy if they are deprived of
their rest.

We all need to be sensitive to the
needs and well being of others during
this difficult time, and we must take
personal responsibility for our actions
– and our noise – in order to live to-
gether harmoniously as neighbors in
this “new normal.” 

Submitted by J.M. Buck
Volcano resident

Happy Holidays from Volcano 
Communty Association

We have had so much success with our keiki and tie-
dye shirt sale that we are extending the sale to our
Ladies Shirts. They are mostly blue or green back-
ground with the Rising `Ōhi`a image but there may
be a few black ones leftover from an earlier run.
Ladies shirts have a more rounded neckline and
shorter sleeves. The long sleeve shirts have no cuffs.

Ladies Long Sleeve Tee Shirts Reg $30 now $22.50*
Ladies Short Sleeve Tee Shirts Reg $26 now $19.50*

Members get an additional $2 off these prices!

* Limited to Stock on hand*
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Ienjoyed a lovely dream last night
(11/09/20). I'm waiting for a bus

in Kalihi, a Honolulu neighbor-
hood. Along comes a prancing dog,
a collie mix. Abruptly, he playfully
springs up and plucks a COVID-
mask from a woman crossing the
street. She laughs and tries to grab
the dog, but he is off in a flash,
quite pleased with himself, mask in
jowls.

A teenage haole boy walks up to
me and asks if I've seen a dog. He
is an engaging fellow with wavy
hair that reminds me of his pet, and
the young man seems just as full of
life. We chat, and he asks me if I'd
like to visit his neighborhood. Sure!
We go to a grassy square filled with
friendly people, Honolulu's China-
town of my youth. Small squat
ramshackle wooden shops. The
dog happens along and greets his
master. I swear (in the dream) that
this is the happiest dog ever.

We go up some narrow wooden
steps and into a dining room
buzzing with chattering folks. Get-
ting by the diners requires some ac-
robatics, and at one point, I bump
into a girl in a red floral-print dress.
She is in a wheelchair. I apologize,
and she looks up smiling, a Japan-
ese girl with short-cropped hair,
and says, "no problem." I take a few
steps more. 

End of dream.--- I lay in the dark
and hoped the vision predicts
Farmer's market returning to nor-
mal. Then, enjoying the dream's tu-
multuous joy, the idea occurred
that I could not pay for my neigh-
bors' jostling chaos. The good life is
free.

Peter Charlot came to Volcano in 1986
from his hometown in Honolulu to
write and direct a play for the Volcano
Art Center on Dr. Thomas Jaggar for
the 75th anniversary of the Hawaiian
Volcano Observatory. Items and ideas
for content are welcome. Contact;
amidmost@gmail.com.

December News from the 
Rotary Club of  Volcano

Christmas Cookies for a Good Cause
Rotary Club of Volcano’s Scholarship Drive

December 13 and 20 at the Sunday Farmers’ Market

COVID has limited our fundraising during 2020, 
so please support this Scholarship Drive.

We give a deserving student from this area $2000 towards 
vocational training or a Community College Associate Degree. 

Cookies – a seasonal assortment
Wrapped for giving or immediate consumption
You’ll love the cookies; we’d love your support

More news from your neighborhood Rotary:

Veterans Day: Members of the club raised and lowered the Garrison Flag at
KMC in honor of all military veterans. The large flag, purchased for KMC by
the club several years ago, is flown on all federal flag holidays. 

Cooper Center Community Pantry Food Drive: Covid-19 has made food
insecurity a major problem in our community. Responding to a request from
the Cooper Center Community Pantry in November’s Volcano Community
News, Rotarians did mini-food drives in their neighborhoods collecting both
food and cash for the Pantry.

Rotary Gives Thanks: Every Thanksgiving Rotarians give thanks by giving.
This year the club made a cash donation to the Cooper Center Community
Pantry for their emergency food box distribution and gave KTA gift certificates
to community agencies to share with families in need.   

Coming Soon: Road Clean Up - Thursday, December 17th is the day the club
will be cleaning its 2 mile stretch of Highway 11. If you would like to help,
join us at the Cooper Center parking lot at 8:00.  We are usually done by 9:00. 

New Members: The Rotary Club of Volcano has inducted
Tyler Collins and Jeff Davis as new members. You will see
them at our service projects as they fulfill the Rotary Motto
“Service Above Self.” Welcome Tyler and Jeff.

submitted by Paul Field
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Hawaiʻ i  Volcanoes National  Park
December 2020 News

Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park unveils new wayfinding
signs. 31 new signs funded by Friends of Hawaiʻi Volcanoes

National Park  

Hawaii National Park, HAWAI‘I – Visitors who explore the summit of
Kīlauea can now learn about the dramatic 2018 eruption and navigate their
way between destinations on the volcano with the help of new informative
wayfinding signs. 

Thirty new signs, funded by the park’s non-profit partner, the Friends of Hawaiʻi
Volcanoes National Park and the National Park Foundation, interpret the 2018
summit collapse and eruption. Many of the attractive new wayfinding signs share
Hawaiian place names and directions to trails and fascinating volcanic features,
like steam vents and sulfur deposits. Others include models of Kaluapele
(Kīlauea caldera) that reveal the geologic changes to the summit area over time. 

The signs were designed and installed by staff and volunteers on the park’s In-
terpretation & Education team. They are strategically placed around the summit
of Kīlauea and at the Kīlauea Visitor Center lānai. A new upright orientation sign
will soon be installed at the Kahuku Unit, with information about the eight trails,
a map and other useful information, bringing the total number of new park signs
to 31. 

“We think everyone from first-time visitors to long-time park devotees will be
as pleased as we are with the beautiful new signs and the information that they
convey,” said Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park acting Superintendent Rhonda
Loh. “We deeply appreciate the support from Friends and the National Park
Foundation to fund the project,” Loh said. 

“This project fits perfectly with our core mission,” said Friends of Hawaiʻi
Volcanoes National Park President and CEO, Elizabeth Fien. “Having current
signage in the park reduces visitor confusion and provides opportunities to
learn about the momentous events of 2018 and how Kīlauea changed the
park,” Fien said. 

Beginning in May 2018, the park and Kīlauea summit underwent a major
change as magma drained from the chamber beneath Halema‘uma‘u Crater,
and the caldera began to collapse, triggering 60,000 strong earthquakes and
clouds of rock and ash that continued until early August 2018. The seismic
activity was primarily centered near the crater, and significantly impacted Jag-
gar Museum and the USGS-operated Reginald T. Okamura facility, which re-
main closed today. While most of the park has reopened, the 2018 eruption
and caldera collapse were the most destructive eruptive events in Hawai‘i in
the last two centuries. www.nps.gov

One of the 31 new wayfinding signs
around Kīlauea summit. Pictured: Eliz-
abeth Fien, President & CEO of Friends
of Hawaiʻi Volcanoes NP (front/center);
Chief of Interpretation Ben Hayes
(right); park volunteer George Jensen
(back) and visual information specialist
Andrew LaValle (left). 

NPS Photo/Janice Wei

December Happen-
ings at Kilauea 
Military Camp

Holiday Challenge going on
now through 1 January, 2021.
Come out and cast your vote for
your favorite decorated cottage
or activity.

Christmas Dinner Friday, De-
cember 25, 4:00 pm - 7:00 pm at
the Crater Rim Café. We'll be of-
fering Dine-In, Grab & Go $27.95
Adults/ $14.95 Child 6-11 yrs.
old, or Turkey Meals to Go (6-8
servings) for $59.95 and Ham
Dinner Meals to Go (8-10 serv-
ings) for $69.95. Deadline to
order Meals to Go is 14 Decem-
ber. Reservations required for
all. Call 967-8356 for more infor-
mation.

New Years Brunch Friday Janu-
ary 1, Crater Rim Café from 7:00
am - 12:00 pm. Celebrate the
new year with our special
brunch featuring Ham, Cajun
Salmon, Vegetarian Quiche,
Herb Roasted Potatoes, Garlic
Roasted Asparagus, Waffles,
Fruit & Yogurt Parfait and Bev-
erage. $21.95 Adults. Kids Meal
Options: Waffles, Herb Roasted
Buttered Potatoes, Bacon, Milk
or Beverage. $10.95. Reserva-
tions Required. Call 967-8356.

Please remember face coverings
and 6 feet social distancing are
required in common areas.
KMC is open to all authorized
patrons and sponsored guests.
Park entrance fees may apply.
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December at the Volcano
Art Center & Gallery

Happy Holidays from all of us at Volcano Art Center!

Volcano Art Center’s Niaulani Gallery in Volcano Village and Gallery in Hawai‘i Volcanoes National
Park are open, with new hours of operation. Please visit our website for more details and to register for
any of this month’s upcoming events highlighted here. 

The popular workshop, From Plant to Pigment with Puakea Forester returns on Saturday, December 5.

We’re firing up the grill again for this month’s Second Saturday Barbecue Fundraiser on Saturday, De-
cember 12 in the parking lot of Niaulani. Come get your chicken or ribs plates and more! 

Zach Mermel will teach new mushroom growing techniques in the Homestead Mushroom Cultivation
workshop on Saturday, December 12, from 9am – 2pm. 

The Christmas in the Country 21st Annual Wreath Exhibition continues through December 31 at VAC
Gallery in Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park. 

The Volcano Art Center is a non-profit educational organization created in 1974 to promote, develop, and perpetuate the
artistic and cultural heritage of Hawai‘i’s people and environment through activities in the visual, literary, and performing
arts. Please visit www.volcanoartcenter.org for full event details and more.   

A Noble Lady
Lobelioids. So many, so little space. I will speak of just one, Trematolobelia wimmeri, formerly known as

grandifolia before she married Mr. Wimmeri (botanist Thomas Lammers officiated). Her Hawaiian friends
call her koli’i. With so many long names, you might think she was royalty, and you wouldn’t be far wrong, for
she has a glorious heritage and a fabulous wardrobe.

Koli’i’s ancestors were very early inhabitants of these islands. They radiated greatly into many noble endemic
lines, two of which are found only on the Big Island. Our lady is a windward native. She loves the wet forest. 

Their appearance is distinctive. A tall stalk is crowned with a dense rosette of long, slender leaves.  From here
a spectacular display of radiating flowers forms. These flowers are yellowish-green in color with a bit of pink.

Koli’i does wonderfully in pots. So when it puts on its flowering display from August to November, you can
move it to where all can see its glory. This plant also has an unusual feature. After flowering, seed pods form.
In time, these seed pods become perforated in preparation for dispersal. They look like mini-baskets. Inside
are lots and lots of minuscule black seeds.

Now is the time to harvest for the next generation of koli’i. There is a trick to catch the seeds as they fall from
their mini-baskets like pepper from a shaker. Put a sheet of white paper beneath a branch, out of the wind and
rain of course, and wait for the seeds to fall or gently shake the branch. If your koli’i is planted in the ground,
you could cut a branch when you determine it is almost ready and lay it on the paper. The seeds will drop,
and you can scoop them up.

There is a downside to this beauty. After seeding, the plant dies. ’Tis a very short reign.
submitted byMarcia Stone
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Safety & Holiday Fires
It’s fun to decorate for the winter holidays, but holiday decorations can

increase your risk for a home fire. As you deck the halls this season, be
fire smart.

• Only use nonflammable decorations in your home or office.
• Over half of decoration fires in December are started by candles. Never leave a burning candle
unattended.
• The top 3 days for home candle fires are Christmas day, New Year’s Day and New Year’s Eve.
• Keep candles at least 12 inches from anything that burns. Consider using flameless candles for all
or part of your holiday celebrations.
• Although Christmas tree fires are uncommon, when they do occur, they are dangerous. On aver-
age, 1 of every 45 home Christmas tree fires resulted in death.
• A heat source too close to the Christmas tree causes 1 in every 4 winter fires.
• If getting a live tree, make sure it’s fresh and water it daily. Get rid of it after Christmas or when
it is dry.
• If buying an artificial tree, look for the fire-resistant label. Don’t use electric lights on metallic
trees.
• Make sure your live or artificial tree is at least 3 feet away from heat sources like fireplaces, radi-
ators, space heaters, candles or heat vents. Make sure your tree doesn’t block exits.
• If hanging stockings on the fireplace mantel, don’t light the fireplace.
• Check all holiday light cords to make sure they aren’t frayed or broken. Read manufacturer’s in-
structions for the number of light strands to connect and don’t exceed the limit.
• Always turn off tree lights before leaving home or going to bed.

VolcanoCERT.org

Happy Holidays,
Buy Local !
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