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Volcano Community Association Mission Statement
To improve and protect the quality of life in Volcano, County and State of Hawaii, on

behalf of all residents of the area. To promote the social and educational advancement,
increase recreational opportunities, ensure health, protect natural environment, and devel-
op community spirit. Also, it will undertake any consonant project the community may be

moved to assign to it. However, it will remain nonpartisan and nonsectarian.
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How does VCA raise funds? 
Besides membership dues and donations we sell tee shirts, hats,
farmers market totes and note cards. The very popular artwork dis-
played on them was donated for our use by Volcano artist Caren
Loebel-Fried. We currently offer men’s, ladies and keiki shirts in
long and short sleeves. This full color design graces the front of our
new tye-dyed tee shirts also. You can get your short or long-sleeved
shirt at the Sunday Farmers Market VCA table. Most solid short and
long sleeved shirts now come in women's style with shorter sleeves,
no cuff around the wrist and a softer neckline. The men's and chil-
dren's shirts are 100% cotton and are mostly tagless. Sizes start at
size S and go up to 2X. Our slogan "Volcano nō ka `oi" ("Volcano is
the best") is on every shirt. We can also ship them to you.

Solid shirts short sleeve   $22 ($20 for members)
Long sleeve solid shirts    $28 ($26 for members)
Tie dye short sleeve     $24 ($22 for members)
Tie dye long sleeve      $30 ($28 for members)

Our very popular VCA Market Bag is only $10 and is
made in the USA from 65% recycled cotton and 35%
recycled soda bottles and they are machine washable
too! We designed these bags for the farmers market
so they are very generous in size (18"W X 12"H
X6"D) and the handles are 24" long so it can also be
carried over the  shoulder if desired. Some people like to color the
bags with fabric paints or color Sharpies. We have some hand-col-
ored bags for sale at $20. No two are exactly alike. We also have 6
blank notecards and 6 envelopes for $10. Visit the VCA website at
www.volcanocommunity.org to see the items in color. Our hats have
the beautiful red `i`iwi bird embroidered on them and are just $18
(VCA members get $3 off). They all make great gifts and you will be
supporting the community at the same time.

VCA Fundraising Committee
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Don’t Use the Highway
Shoulder to Turn Right!

We all know that driving on the shoulder of the high-
way is illegal except in an emergency. But what about
using the shoulder as a right turn lane? I checked with
Sgt. Pauole at the Hawaii County Police Dept. Traffic
Control and he stated that this is illegal and is subject to
a moving violation and a fine of $97. Yet, people still do
this, so I decided to look into it. Maybe it is part of the
aloha spirit and not wanting the cars behind us to be
inconvenienced by the slowing down process of the right turn. In fact, if you don’t use the shoulder to
turn right some people will impatiently hug your bumper and even honk their horn at you. They may
even pass you on the left even though you are at an intersection and this is a no passing zone. So let us
settle this here and now. Why is it illegal to use the shoulder to make a right turn anyway? 

Besides the fact that driving on the shoulder is illegal, there are some safety reasons which I will try to
explain with a little diagram. In the picture above and to the right, car 1 is using the highway 11 shoul-
der to slow down before turning right onto Wright Road. Assuming the driver of car 1 does not change
their mind and pull back onto the highway, the driver of car 2 cannot see what car 3 is doing. This has
now inconvenience the driver of car 2 because he has to slow down anyway to see if car 3 is going to
pull out or wait for him to pass through the intersection. Maybe the driver of car 3 just arrived and
can’t even see car 2 approaching because it is blocked from view by car 1. Car 3 may assume it is clear
to pull out. People have died due to this assumption. If car 1 had just stayed on the main roadway
then the driver in car 3 could see the traffic coming and car 2 could see car 3 at the intersection.

Let’s make 2018 a safer year by being a little more patient. If you are making a right turn please don’t
use the shoulder to slow down before the turn. If you are behind a car that is doing this please be
patient, slow down, be sure the way is clear and don’t pass in an intersection. If you are coming onto
the highway from a side road and a car is using the shoulder to turn into your road, please wait until
you are sure there are no cars behind and blocked from your view. This could save your life and the
lives of others. Mahalo.

submitted by Sher Glass

View of the intersection of Highway 11 and Wright Road.
Car 1 is using the shoulder to make a right turn, car 2 is
not visible to car 3 and may decide to pull out.

Dial 211 - Get Help
Aloha United Way 211 is Hawaii’s only comprehensive,
statewide community information and referral service. By dial-
ing 2-1-1, you can get help finding food, shelter, drug treatment,
childcare, job training and much more. The 211 service is avail-
able Monday - Friday 7:00am - 5:00pm. All calls are confidential.
You can also TEXT 877-275-6569 (please include your zip code) or
CHAT on their website at www.AUW211.org. 
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Improvements to make the Mauna Loa Lookout wheel-
chair-friendly are complete, and the entire 11.2-mile 
Mauna Loa Road is now open to vehicles. 

The parking area and path to the Mauna Lookout shelter 
were reconstructed and repaved, and a new accessible vault 
toilet was installed. Visitors will also find an inviting new 
wheelchair-friendly picnic table and accessible parking stall. 

The Mauna Loa Lookout is perched at 6,662 feet, and pro-
vides panoramic views of Kīlauea volcano, old lava flows, 
and the ocean on clear days. The subalpine woodland in-
cludes koa, māmane and ‘ōhi‘a trees, and endemic bird spe-
cies, including ‘i‘iwi. The octagonal shelter at the Lookout 
was built by the Civilian Conservation Corps in 1937, and 
is an excellent example of the National Park Service rustic 
architectural style.  

Backcountry hikers utilize Mauna Loa Road and Lookout 
to access Pu‘u‘ula‘ula (Red Hill) and its cabin, Mauna Loa 
summit and cabin, and other sections of the challenging 
Mauna Loa Trail.  Backcountry permits are required for all 
overnight stays. 

Preservation of Stone Architecture and Landscape:
Pu‘uhonua O Hōnaunau National Historic Park
Tuesday, February 6, 2018 at 7 p.m., Kīlauea Visitor Center Auditorium
MaryAnne Maigret, Archaeologist at the Pu‘uhonua O Hōnaunau National Historic 
Park will present an historical overview of early and mid-20th century restorations of 
the historic scene at Hōnaunau and 50-plus years of preservation at the park under the 
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966. Take a peek into the work that goes on 
behind-the-scenes to preserve these wahi pana for future generations.

Development of a New Geochemical Tool to Predict Volcanic Unrest 
and Earthquake Activity 
Tuesday, February 13, 2018 at 7 p.m., Kīlauea Visitor Center Auditorium
Did you know that dissolved gasses in groundwater are sometimes a precursor to 
volcanic unrest and earthquake activity? Until now, there has never been a reliable 
portable instrument for measuring these gasses. Join Dr. Gary McMurtry of SOEST, 
University of Hawaii as he describes a brand new means of sampling in the field to de-
tect any rapid changes in time for effective hazard response and planning. If successful, 
this new Helium isotope instrument will help to save lives and mitigate societal costs 
of volcanic eruptions and major earthquakes.

Tales of Early Ranching in Humu‘ula
Tuesday, February 27, 2018 at 7 p.m., Kīlauea Visitor Center Auditorium
Beginning in 2001, Peter Mills (professor of anthropology, UH Hilo) began an historical archaeology project to investigate ranching sites in 
the ahupua‘a of Humu‘ula on the eastern slopes of Mauna Kea. In addition to more than a decade of field surveys and test excavations (many 
conducted in a collaboration between UH Hilo and the University of Nevada at Reno), the project has uncovered and compiled information 
from a multitude of documents including store ledgers, journals, and nineteenth century newspaper articles, that help bring the early days of 
sheep and cattle ranching into sharper focus. Come hear some of Peter’s anecdotes from the archives, and accounts of the exciting field work!  

Mauna Loa Lookout Improvements Complete and Road is Open

Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park’s February 2018 Events
Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park continues its tradition of sharing Hawaiian culture, After Dark in the Park (ADIP), and other inspiring programs with the 
public throughout 2018.  In addition, everyone is invited to lend a hand to save native rainforest through the park’s volunteer stewardship opportunities. 
Park programs are free, but entrance fees apply. Programs are co-sponsored by Friends of Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park and Hawai‘i Pacif ic Parks 
Association. Mark the calendar for these upcoming events: 

Humu‘ula Ranch photo by Peter T Young

Mauna Loa Lookout NPS photo






