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F o o d  P a n t r y  U p d a t e

The Cooper Center's food pantry, formerly Volcano Friends Feeding
Friends, is now called Cooper Center Community Pantry. 

Because of the pandemic, the Cooper Center's monthly food distribution
has been and continues to be facilitated by The Food Basket.  The drive
through Ohana Food Drop at the Cooper Center is usually the last
Wednesday of the month at 10am, but it does change, so please check
their website to confirm the date in advance;
www.hawaii foodbasket .org
Emergency boxes of food are available at the Cooper Cen-
ter Bookstore from 8:30 to 11am, Tuesday-Saturday.
These are provided by the Cooper Center Community
Pantry.
Want to donate to the food pantry? The following are
some items that we always need:

tCanned Vegetables
tTuna
tVienna Sausages
tPeanut Butter
tIndividually wrapped toilet paper
tCheerios
tCLEAN, dry reusable bags
tZiplock bags (gallon & quart)
tUnopened boxes of disposable face masks

Food donations can be dropped off at the Bookstore Tuesday-Saturday,
8:30-11am. If you would like to donate monetarily, please make your check
payable to Cooper Center Council and write in the memo that it is for the
food pantry or include a note that states the same. Checks can be brought
to the Bookstore during the above hours or dropped off at the business table
during Sunday’s Farmer’s Market. They may also be mailed to Cooper Cen-
ter Council, P.O. Box 1000, Volcano, HI, 96785.

submitted by Victoria Gardner

TOY DRIVE!!
Since 2011 the Cooper Center has col-
lected, wrapped and distributed toys
during our December food distribution.
In coordination with the Food Basket,
we plan to do so this year as well.

Last December we gave gifts to 42
children. This September the Food
Basket's Ohana Food Drop at the
Cooper Center fed 517 children.  That
is a massive increase, but I have wit-
nessed first hand how generous and
caring the Volcano community is and
have no doubt we can meet our goal of
550 toys.  We are asking for unisex
toys that cost between $10-$15. There
are a few ways to donate:
1) Bring unwrapped toys to the Cooper
Center bookstore Tuesday-Saturday
from 8:00-11:30am or to the Farmers
Market on Sundays (there will be a
drop box for toys in the great room).
2) Want to donate a toy, but need to stay
home during the pandemic or don't
want to shop? Not a problem!! Here are
some options:
«You can mail a check to Cooper
Center Council, P.O. Box 1000, Vol-
cano, HI, 96785 (please make checks
payable to: Cooper Center Council
and indicate in the memo line or a note
that it is for the CCCP Toy Drive) or
drop it off at the business table during
the Farmer's Market from 6:00-
10:00am or the bookstore Tuesday-
Saturday from 8:00-11:30.    > > > >

«Order toys from Amazon and have them shipped to the above address.

«You can get Target ( www.target.com then click on gift cards) or Walmart (
www.walmart.com/cp/gift-cards/96894 ) gift cards that CCCP can use to buy toys.
Gift cards can be purchased in the stores or online. If you are purchasing them
online you can have them mailed to the above address OR emailed to:
cccommunitypantry@gmail.com

«In the mall? Stop by Hot Topic and pick up a gift card for us to give away.
Victoria Gardner

Manager, Cooper Center Community Pantry 



page 2 Volcano Community News

Volcano Newsletter
News Submissions

All e-mail submissions for ads, articles and
Unclassifieds should go to Linda Ugalde
at 936-9705 kilaueatutu@gmail.comCalls
to my # between 8am-5pm only; it’s
treated as a business phone. Be sure to
include your name! Please include a
headline. Deadline -10th of each month.

For any scheduling, contact
Linda Ugalde 936-9705

8am to 5pm
or email to kilaueatutu@gmail.com

Volcano Community News is not respon-
sible for errors in submitted articles. The
views expressed in the submissions are
those of the authors. ALL submissions
must be by digital copy, with name and
contact information provided. 

Advertising
Pre-Paid rectangular 1½” high x 2½”
wide press ready ads cost $30 per issue
or $162 for 6 months, and 2½” square
ads cost $45 per issue, or $243 for 6
months. Back page ads are $55. and
$75. with a 10% discount for 6 months. If
ads are stopped & restarted, ad graphics
must be resent. Ads are placed as sub-
mitted, we cannot make any changes, or
“fix” the appearance of the ads. Must be
submitted in exact size as specified
above. If you need help to prepare or fix
the minimum resolution of 300 dpi con-
tact a graphic artist of your choosing.
Submit as a PDF or JPG file. Ad pay-
ments must be made in a timely manner.
All ads are due by the 10th, and payment
needs to be RECEIVED by the 10th.
When you place an ad, make sure we
have your snail mail and email address
for billing. If you don’t pull your ad, we will
run, and you will be liable for payment. 

Checks for advertising should be made
payable to, addressed to, and received
by the 15th of the month by: 

Cooper Center Council
Phone: (808) 967-7800
Volcano Community News

P.O. Box 1000, Volcano, HI 96785
online: www.thecoopercenter.org

“The Voice” (pg. 6 & 7) is produced
with full editorial license by Volcano
Community Association not Cooper
Center Council.

Edited by Linda Ugalde
Layout/Design by Kipuka Graphics

Un-Classifieds
WANTED: A Wood Stove 🔥 in really
good condition. Please call Jeffrey at
987–7748 & leave message.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *
NEEDED: got any rusty, dirty old
metal fence posts you don't
want/need?? I can really use them!
PLEASE TEXT OR LEAVE MES-
SAGE Thanks, john (808) 315-1192

AVAILABLE: Giant timber bamboo
(Bambuse oldhamii) good for building.
PLEASE TEXT OR LEAVE MES-
SAGE. Thanks, john (808) 315-1192

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *
FOR SALE: Native Plants, hau
kuahiwi. Hybrid of Mauna Loa and
Hualalai species, seeds from Kohala.
Tall green keiki in 3 gallon pots, $40
each. They prefer deep moist soil con-
ditions, not dry shallow soil typical of
the Golf Course. Contact Dave at:
nativeplants@hawaii.rr.com to place
your orders. 

Rainfall in Inches 
for the Month of
September  2020

Volcano Golf Course     3.83
data collected by Janis Hamersma

Volcano Village             8.78
data collected by Jim Bush

Mauna Loa Est.           9.98
data collected by JJ Jasinski

Royal Hawaiian Est.     10.24
data collected by Tom Pico

Fern Forest                  10.22
data collected by Drew Kapp

Ohia Estates                 5.25
data collected by Marissa Bondaug

10:30 am on Zoom
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F r o m  t h e  
F i r e  H o u s e

Well it has been a while since I last
wrote an article. My wife and I were

supposed to be in Texas now, however,
things change. We are still part of a care
giving team for our 99 year young mom. She will turn 100 on Nov
25th. Exciting times this month. Election day, Marine Corp birth-
day and Thanksgiving.  

Fire season is here, and we have had an interesting time already.
There was a fire down South Point way which burned 3500 acres.
Units from Kau, Volcano and Hilo as well as volunteer units.
Then we had a house fire near my house on Pa Alii Street. House
was a total lost. We have been called out for illegal burns and even
a tree fire. There has been rain but not enough to really matter.
There is NO outdoor burning of rubbish at all. You need to let the
fire department know if you are doing an imu. Cooking fires must
be in a fireplace with a chimney. If you want a copy of the rules,
please stop by the station to get a copy. 

This year has been a very tough year. We are fortunate we live
here and are isolated from the craziness on the mainland. Please
keep reaching out to your neighbors. Check up on one another.
One way to reduce stress is to limit news watching and social
media. Do not get into an argument on social media. It never
works and you end up stressed and angry. I speak from experi-
ence. Agree to disagree but remain civil to one another. Have a
safe month.

Paul Lakin, Captain,19A
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Keeping the Mahalo Fires Burning
at Keakealani

As the Volcano School of Arts &
Sciences’ Keakealani campus de-

velopment moves forward, we are ex-
periencing a wistful sadness at the loss
of the school fire pit that has been a
memorable gathering site for countless
students from around the state for the
past 36 years. It now must be removed
to make way for the new buildings.
The fire pit is intertwined with the his-
tory of Keakealani and Volcano Vil-
lage. The original schoolhouse served
the community until it closed in the
late 1960s. The classic building sat
empty until 1970, when, inspired by
the very first Earth Day, the Board of
Education designated it as a facility
exclusively for environmental educa-
tion. Keakealani Outdoor Education
Center (KOEC) opened in 1974, under
the direction of Elaine Sumida. For the
next 36 years students came from
around the state for a weekend of en-
vironmental education. They studied,
ate and slept at Keakealani, and spent
many evenings around the fire pit
tucked in the corner of the campus.
“The kids just loved hanging out
around the fire,” said Julie Williams,
KOEC director from 1992 to 2010.
The only problem was rain--which
meant no campfires for anyone. 
In 1985, Brin Kelley from Mountain
View came up with a solution. Kelley
was a student at Hilo High School and
a Boy Scout, and for his Eagle Scout
project he got permission to build a
corrugated metal roof over the fire pit,

Volcano School  of  
Arts  & Sciences

thereby making it usable even in the
rain. “He designed it himself, and built
it with the help of his father and some
other scouts,” Williams said. “It was a
huge undertaking.” In 2005, the fire pit
was christened “Ray’s Hale” in honor
of Spec. Ray M Fuhrmann, Jr., 28, an
Army combat medic and the first Vol-
cano native killed in the Iraq War. The
Volcano School will install a plaque on
campus to honor “Little Ray,” who had
dreamed of becoming a trauma sur-
geon. The new campus will also incor-
porate an imu oven. As the Volcano
School moves forward, we keep the
mahalo fires burning at the Keakealani
Campus, always remembering the peo-
ple and places who came before and
left us all a little better off.

Volcano School Now Providing
Community Meals for Keiki

Volcano School is offering free com-
munity meals to all children 18 years
and under! With support from a federal
USDA program, Volcano School will
provide free breakfast, lunch, and
snack 7 days a week including holidays
to any child ages 18 and under. Pack-
ages with 7-days worth of meals per
child will be distributed once a week.
Meal bags will include enough protein,
vegetables, fruits, rice, eggs, and milk
for breakfast, lunch, and snacks for the
entire week. For now, bags will include
beans, rice, vegetables, fruit, and shelf-
stable milk. Meat and dairy products
will be incorporated depending on in-
terest and availability. Products will be
locally-sourced, as available. Children
do not have to be students of Volcano
School to receive the meals. Meals will

be distributed in Pahala (location TBD)
with plans to expand to other areas de-
pending on interest. Meals may be
picked up between 10 am and 1 pm
every Friday beginning, October 23.
The child’s name, date of birth, and
school (if attending school) will be re-
quired. Children do not have to be
present to receive the meals. 
At the Volcano School of Arts & Sci-
ences, students are learning through
Volcano’s unique natural and cultural
resources to become creative global
citizens. To learn more, visit www.vol-
canoschool.net or call 808-985-9800.

The Keakealani
Fire Pit, also
known as Ray’s
Hale, sadly had to
be removed to
make way for the
new campus.
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VERT Needs Your Assistance
The Volcano Emergency Response Team  has developed a plan to

manage potential disasters in our isolated community of Volcano
until other assistance arrives. 
We are currently in our hurricane season, while at the same time han-
dling COVID-19. Plus there is always the potential of our beloved
volcanoes making their presence known.   
In order to address these disasters quickly and efficiently, we need
supplies and equipment to assist the Volcano community in the event
a disaster. 
To this end, VERP has set up a GoFundMe website to address our
needs. We would be extremely grateful if you could contribute any
amount that you can manage to help us be fully prepared when we
are needed. The website is gofundme.com/volcano-emergency-response-
plan. Or you can find GoFundMe information along with additional
information about VERP on the VERP page at thecoopercenter.org.   
While we have many of the items that we need, we still need large
and small items such as face masks, tarps, radios, blankets, genera-
tors, medical supplies, etc.

Members of our team are anxious to assist when we are needed.
What we need now are the funds to purchase supplies and equip-
ment to assist our community during an emergency.

Mahalo for your kindness!
submitted by Carole Slattery
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Volcano Community Association (VCA) Mission Statement
To improve and protect the quality of life in Volcano, County and State of Hawaii, on behalf of all residents of the area. To pro-
mote the social and educational advancement, increase recreational opportunities, ensure health, protect natural environment,

and develop community spirit. Also, it will undertake any consonant project the community may be moved to assign to it.
However, it will remain nonpartisan and nonsectarian.

November  2020

Anew school campus is taking shape!

You may have noticed that construction activity is picking up at the site of the
Volcano School of Arts & Sciences’ new Keakealani Campus on Haunani Road. 
In October, Engineering Partners (EPI) finished surveying the property while
Civil Construction installed fencing. Now, grubbing/grading, infrastructure, and
installation of portable structures are underway.

We know there’s a bright future ahead for our keiki. But did you know the rich
educational history of this special site? Read on!

Legacy of  Learning
The Story of  Volcano School’s Keakealani Campus

The following is excerpted from
“Keakealani School” by Peter T.
Young, ©2018 Hoʻokuleana LLC

In the early 1910s, Peter Lee, an en-
terprising pioneer with an eye to the
future, established a home on land
near the center of the ʻŌlaʻa Summer
Lots 29-Mile subdivision, which later
became Volcano Village.

Noting the need for a school there, in
1914 Lee donated a one-acre site on
Haunani Road (named for one of his
daughters) to the Territory of Hawai‘i
for a “school to teach the children of
the region.”

In 1915 the first school building was
constructed—a classic one-room
structure, along with a teacher’s cot-
tage, small garage, and water tank.
The school was named “Keakealani
School” in honor of another of Lee’s
daughters. 

In 1934 the growing student popula-
tion called for larger facilities. The
present two-room building was con-
structed and the teachers’ cottage and

garage demolished, which left the lay-
out we see there today.

In the late 1930s the Kennedy Family,
who owned the property abutting the
school site to the Hilo side, donated
2.25 acres to the Territory to increase
the site to its current 3.25 acres.

By Executive Order No. 1040 dated
November 27, 1943, control of the
property was placed in the Territorial
Department of Public Instruction, now
the Department of Education (DOE).
DOE operated a public school on the
site until 1973, when the students were
transferred to Mountain View Elemen-
tary School. Until 2010, DOE used the
facility as an outdoor education center
for elementary students on the island of
Hawaii.

Budgetary constraints caused DOE to
terminate this program, and the facility
was subsequently licensed on a year-
to-year basis to Volcano School of Arts
and Sciences, a public charter school,
commencing on July 1, 2010.
Volcano School used the facility as its
middle school campus, and received a

$618,000 grant-in-aid from the 2011
Legislature to expand the facility to
better accommodate its middle school
program.

DOE and Volcano School subse-
quently executed a Lease Agreement
effective August 1, 2012 that speci-
fies that the premises shall be used for
a charter school (consistent with the
purpose of the executive order). 

This allows the school to consolidate
its grades K-4 classes, which are cur-
rently located on Old Volcano Rd.,
with its grades 5-8 classes so the
school’s students will be together on
one campus. 

Volcano Community Association is
proud to include the Volcano School of
Arts & Sciences among its beneficiaries.
Your membership dues and the proceeds
from VCA logo purchases go in part to
support this and several other local or-
ganizations. 

submitted (with permission) by Aubrey
Hawk

Picture of Keakealani school campus on Hau-
nani Road taken in 2011 by Sher Glass
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The Voice of the Volcano Community Association is published by the VCA Board of Directors: 
Jim Buck, Carol Caseylittell, Anne Farahi, Sher Glass, Aubrey Hawk, Mary Narito & Evelyn Wight

PO Box 600, Volcano, HI 96785       www.volcanocommunity.org       vcainfo@yahoo.com

November  2020The Voice of the Volcano Community Association

Holiday Shopping with Volcano Community Association
Keiki Tee Shirts (S/M/L youth) Long Sleeve $12. Short Sleeve $10.
The I`iwi (& Hi`iaka) Flour Sack Cotton Towel $15
Rising `Ōhi`a 6 blank Notecards w/press-n-seal envelopes $15
The I`iwi (& Hi`iaka) 6 blank Notecards w/press-n-seal envelopes $15
Adult Tee Shirt Long Sleeve $30     ($2 discount for members)
Adult Tee Shirt Short Sleeve $26     ($2 discount for members)
Rising `Ōhi`a 100% Recycled Market Bag Black/White $15 multi-color $25
I`iwi Embroidered Cap (green/tan/dusty rose) $22 ($2 discount for members)

Free Shipping within the U.S. on all orders $50. and up. We can include a gift card and
gift wrapping for $3. Send us your order request to vcainfo@yahoo.com and we will give
you a price quote and invoice which can be paid online. Visit our website to view items in
color: www.volcanocommunity.org

Mahalo and Happy Hol id ay s !
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We are a great riff on the pri-
mate-hood theme. Subtle,

sensuous, and beautiful. Smart!
Wow! Are we bright! Language,
science, technology, art, philoso-
phy, and on and on. As far as I
can tell, and my genes are never
wrong, we are the most won-
drous creation.  Barring for the
moment that 'my' cat does not
share this viewpoint, I'd like to
explore what we are reticent to
declare these days, how great we
are. Well, I just did. Now what?
How farther along might we go in
terms of excellence? Two hundred
thousand years to get here, Ki-
lauea Volcano's age, what will we
look like, think like, love like
those many years from now?  

Is it possible that we'll be pro-
foundly more sophisticated, intel-
ligent, and beautiful compared to
now? What will opera be like in
200 kiloyears? If some humans
make it through the vast, brutal
epochs, climate shocks, and con-
tinental drifts while advancing
art, science, and technology, what
will lifestyles be like hence? Will
love's nature change? Family
bonds? Will simple friendship be
unrecognizable to us now? What
will a child behold in 1/5000th of
an eon?

Surprise, I'll hazard a guess.

Two hundred thousand years
from now, we will form in smaller
groups. By then, we'll know not
to snip and tuck at our genetic
code, or feel more important than
'mere' flesh. Trust in our brain's
natural governance will prove the
most reliable overall. We'll ac-
knowledge by then that to have
the greatest freedom requires the
ability to make both good and
bad decisions, no way around this
unappealing issue. We'll under-
stand that the story, our most
prized tool, is capable of bringing
compassion and horror. Hence
the necessity to remain in small

societies; if one policy goes seri-
ously awry, that group will not
harm the whole. Humanity will
arrive at knowing that being a
member of a village is the most
sensible way to live.

Peter Charlot came to Volcano in 1986
from his hometown in Honolulu to
write and direct a play for the Volcano
Art Center on Dr. Thomas Jaggar for
the 75th anniversary of the Hawaiian
Volcano Observatory. Items and ideas
for content are welcome. Contact;
amidmost@gmail.com.

TO PROTECT YOUR
`ŌHI`A TREES FROM

ROD, PREVENT INJUR-
ING THEIR ROOTS

The new Rapid `Ōhi`a Death (ROD)
fungus that is killing our `ōhi`a

trees requires an injury to enter and in-
fect a tree. This includes injuries to
`ōhi`a roots. In fact, most of the ROD-
killed trees in Volcano are associated
with injuries to their roots. There are
two examples on my street, one with
eight ROD-killed trees along a re-
cently excavated driveway with also
extensive machine clearing of adjacent
tibouchina and ginger plants. Another
example of the connection between
root injuries and ROD is a vacant lot
with three `ōhi`a trees, two of them
ROD-killed when an excavator was
used to clear tibouchina and ginger.
Moral of the story: avoid injuring
`ōhi`a trees, including injuring their
roots. We are lucky we live in Volcano
in that ROD is spreading more slowly
here than in some lower el-
evation environments of the
Big Island. We could slow
down the spread of ROD
and protect our `ōhi`a forest
by preventing injuries to
`ōhi`a. For example, hand
clearing of weeds like gin-
ger and tibouchina, rather
than machine clearing, min-
imizes `ōhi`a root injuries.
Avoiding injuries to `ōhi`a
roots when constructing a
housepad or driveway is
more challenging. However,
roots injuries can be reduced
by minimizing the house

pad size and perhaps by relying more
on gravel fill rather than dozing to
make the driveway.  

I suspect most of your questions about
ROD can be answered by going to the
ROD website. Search for “rapidohi-
adeath.org.” If you have a suspect ROD
tree on your property in Volcano, call me,
Tim Tunison, at 769-7258 or e-mail me
at Volcanoplantguy@gmail.com. I can
take a sawdust sample from the suspect
tree and take it to the lab in Hilo where
they do the research on ROD. I can usu-
ally get the results back within five days. 

submitted by Tim Tunison

Above: Two dead ROD trees after machine
clearing of tibouchina and ginger.

Below: Eight dead ROD trees after construc-
tion of a driveway. 
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November Happen-
ings at Kilauea 
Military Camp

Veterans Day Ceremony: Due
to COVID-19 restrictions, our
Annual Veteran's Day Cere-
mony will be held live on our
KMC Facebook page on 11 No-
vember at 3:00 pm. We invite all
to view and share it with other
veterans.

Veterans Day Dinner: For your
health and safety, the annual
Dinner Special will be operated
with more precautions. Reserva-
tions are required and only a
limited number of complimen-
tary meal will be available.
Please call 967-8371 to make a
reservation for either Dine-In or
Grab & Go. You must bring a
proof of eligibility (Military ID,
DD214 with photo ID, 100%
DAV, or Hawaii Veterans driver
license) to receive a complimen-
tary meal. All in-house veterans
at KMC on 11 November will
have priority to the complimen-
tary dinner. 

Thanksgiving Special: We will
be offering Dine-In or Grab &
Go on Thursday, 26 November
from 2:00 pm - 6:00  pm. Reser-
vations for both must be called
into 967-8356. Ordering dead-
line for Grab & Go orders must
be made by 16 November. Dine-
In Cost is $19.95 Adults and
$12.95 for child 6-11 years old ///
$59.95 for 6-8 serving Grab & Go
Turkey platters /// $69.95 for 8-10
serving Grab & Go Ham plat-
ters.

Please remember face coverings
and 6 feet social distancing are
required in common areas. KMC
is open to all authorized patrons
and sponsored
guests. Park
entrance fees
may apply.

Neighbors Helping Neighbors
Have you ever needed someone to pick up groceries, medications, take you

to do your laundry, or  any other  intermittent service that can be provided
by a neighbor. Wouldnʻt it be nice to have a group of community members who
are ready willing and able to assist in those times when you need help. We have
such a group.  I personally have been doing a variety of things for friends and
neighbors over time and  am aware of others who have done the same. I am
guessing that  there are some out there who  might have needs and just donʻt
know who to call.  Can we  bring together those in need with those who can pro-
vide?  I think so. So letʻs get started and see where this takes us. For now, I will
be the contact person. My cell number is  9870470 and I can be reached between
the hours of 9-5 any day. Once I receive a call, I will send out an email blast to
our volunteers. Have an idea for other services or how we can get better....pls
call me. Itʻs a Kākou thing. Neighbors helping neighbors. A wonderful side ben-
efit would be to have a list of anyone shut in either temporarily or permanently
for whatever reason to see if and how we can assit.  
BTW , do you live alone? If so, please have a friend, neighbor or someone who
can check on you if they donʻt see your for a day or so. It just happened last
week where a friend had a stroke during the night. Had she not been checked on
and the ambulance called, she would have passed on alone, needlessly.   
Medical equipment loaner cabinet
Additionally I am starting something that I put in place when I first moved to
Volcano about 20 years ago. That is to have on hand some used Medical equip-
ment that members of the community can borrow on an as needed basis. The
word USED is key here. The way this works is that you call me to let me know
what you need, if I have it, you come and sign for it. You will also need to sign
a waiver noting that you understand the equipment is used and are taking re-
sponsibility should anything adverse occur with its use. i.e. Both Cooper Center
and I cannot be held responsible. At this time, I do not have a storage container
but do have a place to put one when obtained. Hopefully one will be donated. In
the meantime, the equipment is scattered but I do have a collection so call me,
as many of you already have.  submitted by Nona Wilson

Attention: Dog Walkers All of Volcano

Carry a bag folks, and take it home to your own trash or flush it down
your toilet. Don’t leave your pet’s waste in the forest or side of the

road. This applies to all neighborhoods but some recent complaints have
come from Cymbidium Acres. Mahalo.

Available at smartsign.com from $8.70. Available at homedepot.com from $25.
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November at the Volcano
Art Center & Gallery

Volcano Art Center’s Niaulani Gallery in Volcano Village and Gallery in Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park are open,
with new hours of operation. Please visit our website for more details and to register for any of this month’s upcoming

events highlighted here. 
Go behind the scenes of the making of Manu, the Boy Who Loved Birds, in a virtual book release event with Caren Loebel-
Fried and many special guests on Thursday, November 5.
Introducing a series of beading classes with Phyllis Cullen: Introduction to Beadweaving on Thursday, November 12,
from 9am – 3pm and Beadweaving in the Round on Thursday, November 19, from 9am – 3pm. 
We’re firing up the grill again for this month’s Second Saturday Barbecue Fundraiser on Saturday, November 14 in the
parking lot of Niaulani. Come get your barbecued turkey legs and more! 
Zach Mermel will teach the basics of Mushroom Cultivation on Saturday, November 14, from 9am – 2pm. 
The Christmas in the Country 21st Annual Wreath Exhibition opens on Saturday, November 21 at VAC Gallery in Hawai‘i
Volcanoes National Park. 
Patti Pease Johnson will teach the popular Paint Your Own Silk Scarf workshop on Saturday, November 21, from 9am –
12:30pm. 
Join us at the Niaulani Campus for the Holiday Open House on Friday, November 27, from 10am – 4pm. Enjoy a viewing
of handmade wreaths, cider, music, door prizes, and gifts! 
The Volcano Art Center is a non-profit educational organization created in 1974 to promote, develop, and perpetuate the
artistic and cultural heritage of Hawai‘i’s people and environment through activities in the visual, literary, and performing
arts. Please visit www.volcanoartcenter.org for full event details and more. 

T h e  H e a l i n g  F e r n
Uluhe is often thought of as an annoying plant. To hikers it can be scratchy, and its tangled webs call out for

the machete to clear the trail. To Volcano’s gardeners it makes a mess. Its dead lower fronds form a brown,
unattractive sight and in droughts may pose a fire hazard.

But for most people it goes completely unnoticed. Uluhe is a climber and a sun-lover, so in Volcano it quickly
shoots for the tree tops where it blends in with the leaves. But unlike the climbing morning glory which smothers
the tops of trees, uluhe sits just below the top, content with its secondary position. How considerate!

You may well ask, if uluhe is a sun-lover, what is it doing in Volcano? The simple answer is it is here to heal.
Uluhe often gets its start on disturbed areas, such as landslides or cleared lots where lots of sun is available.
From there its forking pattern forms mats and covers the ground stabilizing the soil. The native seed bank can
then use this protection to grow. For this reason the indigenous uluhe is referred to as a healer plant.

One special feature of this fern is its attractive fiddlehead, which is tall, thin and dark purple. Although uluhe
does not command much respect generally, its fiddlehead is often photographed and featured in art. 

Our commonly-seen uluhe has the scientific name Dicranopteris linearis, which is a member of the false staghorn
family. Other family members, which are not commonly seen in Volcano, are Diplopterygium pinnatum and
Sticherus owhyhensis. These three uluhe are sometimes referred to as Dic, Dip and Stic. Dip is a large-leaved
uluhe, without forked branching and Stic has a lot of branching.

To see the two uncommon ones, you might have luck on the Army Road off Stainback Highway. It comes as
a surprise to see these two such unusual-looking uluhe. And as an added bonus, these two forms are both en-
demic to Hawaii. 

submitted byMarcia Stone
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Hurricane Do’s and Don’ts
Here are five hurricane do’s and five don’ts to follow:

Do fill your tub(s) with water. If the water is shut off, you don’t have to
give up using your toilet. Fill the back tank of your toilet and flush as
needed.
Do charge your phone. You should have some time between the warning and power outage if it occurs.
Do sign up for emergency alerts. Your cell phone may be your only avenue for staying abreast of any up-
dates regarding the storm. Sign up at nixle.com.
Do protect electronics. Guard TVs and computers from water damage by covering them with plastic bags.
Turn off and unplug any unnecessary electrical equipment to keep them safe from power surges.
Do pack your fridge and freezer. A tightly packed space stays better insulated than an empty one. Fill in
gaps with containers of water and turn the thermostat to the coldest setting.
Don’t drive unless it is an absolute emergency. With hurricanes come flying debris and flooded roads.
This doesn’t mean you should stay if you are in an evacuation zone. If authorities direct you to evacuate,
follow their instructions and proceed with caution.
Don’t open a window. It’s a common belief that a cracked window will relieve the pressure in a home,
but it’s not true. In fact, windows can actually cause more damage when opened. An open window allows
wind to enter the home. The wind must exit somewhere which often results in a roof or ceiling being
blown off.
Don’t make phone calls unless it an absolute emergency. If you need to contact someone, opt to text over
making a call when possible. Texting uses less power and bandwidth than a call and may go through
more reliably when lines are busy.
Don’t be fooled when the eye of the storm passes. The center of the storm comes with a calm. This can
last anywhere from a few minutes to an hour. Wait it out.
Don’t watch the storm. Projectile items blowing around outside can penetrate windows and cause severe
or even fatal injuries. Draw the curtains, close the blinds, and keep your phone and radio close.

VolcanoCERT.org

Attn: Dog Walkers

Pick it Up! Zippy Paws bags #210
for $11.20 on Amazon Prime.
Green bags are unscented while
the pink bags have a light, jas-
mine scent. Both are made of
95% HDPE and 5% cornstarch.
Don’t like plastic? Search for
flushable bags or use ginger
leaves.



MLE Neighborhood Watch
Looking for Volunteers!

Interested in helping keep Mauna
Loa Estates safe by volunteering to
help patrol our community? We are
recruiting more volunteers to join
our neighborhood watch crew. Inter-
ested? Contact MLENeighborhood-
Watch@gmail.com and become part
of our dedicated team.

VOTE! VOTE! VOTE!
If you haven’t voted yet, it’s not too
late to make your voice count this
election. Deadline for mailing ballots
is pau but you can drop off your bal-
lot in an official Place of Deposit re-
ceptacle until 7 p.m. on Election Day
(Nov. 3rd). Our nearest Places of
Deposit are: Hilo County Building,
25 Aupuni St., Pahoa Police Station,
15-2615 Keaau-Pahoa Rd. in Pahoa,
and Naalehu Police Station, 95-5663
Mamalahoa Hwy.

Aubrey Hawk VCA Board


