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May 23,  2020 
Save the Date!

The Volcano Emergency Response Team is
proud to announce its second annual

fundraiser and auction on Sat., May 23rd from
12 noon to 4 pm featuring Chef Ed Kanuha
from Honolulu with his famous  barbecued pork
and brisket.

More information to follow in next month’s
issue of Volcano Community News.

Contact info: Volcano Emergency Response
Team (VERT) please contact Doug Wilson at
985-9362.

ALERT 
Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic

1) Closure and Cancellations: National Park events
will be canceled for the month of April.  The park will
remain open but scheduled events will be cancelled,
therefore they pulled their entire April article.

2) Our Festival in the Forest was scheduled for May
2nd. Out of an abundance of caution we are cancelling
the May event. We may reschedule our community
gathering for another day, so keep an eye on our
newsletter for more information.

3) Changes: Sunday’s Farmer’s Market is going on as
long as we can keep it open.  After all people still have
to shop and we have the best vegetables, fruits and
meats available, and who wants to go to Hilo when
they can shop at. Home. HOWEVER.we will not be
setting up our tables for socializing, but you can still
come and shop for all you need, and just head home.
Thanks ahead of time as we do this just so we don’t
have to shut down. Any changes will also be posted
at Cooper Center and/or on our Facebook page.

4) Call Ahead: With everything changing day to day
call ahead before heading out to be sure the
location/event/store/etc. is open or happening.

Carry On and Stay Safe!

LEARN ABOUT RAPID `ŌHI`A DEATH (ROD) 
IN VOLCANO COMMUNITY 

COMMUNITY MEETING, COOPER CENTER
MONDAY, APRIL 27, 6:30-8 PM

Join the ROD Science and Outreach Team, UH
College of Tropical Agriculture and Human

Resources, J. B. Friday(far left) and Corie
Yanger (left). Hear an update on the slowly in-
creasing spread of ROD in Volcano, what is
being done to slow its spread, and learn what
you can do to  protect your `ōhi`a trees. 

submitted by Tim Tunison
volcanoplantguy@gmail.com
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Volcano Newsletter
News Submissions

All e-mail submissions for ads, articles and
Unclassifieds should go to Linda Ugalde
at 936-9705 kilaueatutu@gmail.comCalls
to my # between 8am-5pm only; it’s
treated as a business phone Be sure to in-
clude your name! Please include a head-
line. Deadline -10th of each month.

For any scheduling, contact
Linda Ugalde 936-9705

8am to 5pm
or email to kilaueatutu@gmail.com

Volcano Community News is not respon-
sible for errors in submitted articles. The
views expressed in the submissions are
those of the authors. ALL submissions
must be by digital copy, with name and
contact information provided. 

Advertising
Pre-Paid rectangular 1½” high x 2½”
wide press ready ads cost $30 per issue
or $162 for 6 months, and 2½” square
ads cost $45 per issue, or $243 for 6
months. Back page ads are $55. and
$75. with a 10% discount for 6 months. If
ads are stopped & restarted, ad graphics
must be resent. Ads are placed as sub-
mitted, we cannot make any changes, or
“fix” the appearance of the ads. Must be
submitted in exact size as specified
above. If you need help to prepare or fix
the minimum resolution of 300 dpi con-
tact a graphic artist of your choosing.
Submit as a PDF or JPG file. Ad pay-
ments must be made in a timely manner.
All ads are due by the 10th, and payment
needs to be RECEIVED by the 10th.
When you place an ad, make sure we
have your snail mail and email address
for billing. If you don’t pull your ad, we will
run, and you will be liable for payment. 

Checks for advertising should be made
payable to, addressed to, and received
by the 15th of the month by: 

Cooper Center Council
Phone: (808) 967-7800
Volcano Community News

P.O. Box 1000, Volcano, HI 96785
online: www.thecoopercenter.org

“The Voice” (pg. 6 & 7) is produced
with full editorial license by Volcano
Community Association not Cooper
Center Council.

Edited by Linda Ugalde
Layout/Design by Kipuka Graphics

Un-Classifieds
KILAUEA MILITARY CAMP
MORALE, WELFARE, AND

RECREATION
Hawaii Volcanoes National Park, HI
96718 Kilauea Military Camp (KMC),
a resort located on the edge of Kilauea,
the world’s most active volcano, offers
a unique vacation experience with the
finest in recreation opportunities and
amenities. Come join our Team!
KMC is accepting applications for the
following flexible, on-call positions:

•Food Service Worker
•Hotel Desk Clerk
•Operations Assistant (Graveyard
Shift)
•Custodial Worker
•Sales Clerk

For more information please contact
808-967-8323 Apply online at
www.usajobs.gov.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Attention FYI: The Volcano
Community News is printed
locally on paper from re-
sponsible sources and cer-
tified by the Forest
Stewardship Council and
the Rainforest Alliance
which is awarded to farms,
forests, and businesses that
meet rigorous environmen-
tal and social standards.

Attention:
All articles must be 
submitted with a contact
phone number or email
and a name. Mahalo.
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Rainfall in Inches 
for the Month of
February 2020

Volcano Golf Course    5.84
data collected by Janis Hamersma

Volcano Village            9.65
data collected by Jim Bush

Mauna Loa Est.          11.14
data collected by JJ Jasinski

Royal Hawaiian Est.     6.80
data collected by Tom Pico

Fern Forest 9.99
data collected by Drew Kapp

The Volcano Emergency
Response Plan (VERP)

Our Volcano community began developing an
emergency plan in May 2017 with the assistance

of the Hawaii County Civil Defense Agency. The
first draft of the resulting document, the Volcano
Emergency Response Plan (VERP), was completed
in January 2018. It continues to improve as we learn
more about our potential specific needs during a
disaster. County emergency resources on Hawaii Is-
land are limited and a small isolated community, like Volcano, must be
prepared to fend for itself until County and/or other government assis-
tance becomes available.  
VERP’s primary mission is to prepare for disasters and enable our Vol-
cano community to come together and address our needs until outside
assistance arrives. The Volcano Emergency Response Team (VERT), the
group of volunteers responsible for implementing the VERP when a dis-
aster strikes, works closely with Volcano CERT to build, coordinate, and
enhance our community’s emergency response capabilities. Volcano
CERT provides search and rescue and medical services for which their
members have been trained.  
Since the Plan was completed, VERT volunteers have developed and ac-
quired emergency community resources, including the purchase of a 40’
container to store needed supplies. VERT has secured five temporary
shelters here in Volcano, a 60-passenger bus for transportation, heavy
equipment for clearing debris from our roads, a supply of protective
masks, a Communications Center where residents can seek assistance,
and other assets that may be needed before, during, and after a disaster.
We continue to add local resources and supplies to our inventory and
hope we will never have to use them. However, it is better to have these
resources on hand and not need them than to need them and not have
them when disaster strikes. The well-being of our Volcano residents is
our primary goal. 
For the Plan to be effective during a disaster we need volunteers, neigh-
bors willing to help neighbors. If you are interested in volunteering for
the Volcano Emergency Response Team (VERT) please contact Doug Wil-
son at 985-9362.
For more information about the Volcano Emergency Response Plan
please visit www.thecoopercenter.org and click on the VERP tab.

“Still serving our full
menu in our beautiful

outdoor garden spaces”.
Hours: Tues-Sun 

11 to 2pm. Come for
lunch! Support our

local businesses!
985-8979

www.cafeono.net 
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VOLCANO SENIORS
April 2020 EVENTS

Seniors meet at Cooper Center
Thursdays, 9:00 am -12:00 pm

As of today (3/18), our seniors
will not be meeting on Thurs-
days thru the end of April. We
will assess how our members
feel and what is going on in gen-
eral before we resume our
weekly meetings.  

This past month our seniors
enjoyed the Casino Day Event

in Hilo playing numerous games-
-black jack, bingo, etc.-- raffles,
socializing with other island club
members as well as a box lunch.
This annual senior event is held
in Hilo or in Kona sponsored by
Elderly Recreation Services.

If you are a senior and like to
play games, we invite you to join
us every Thursday (unless other-
wise noted-see above)

If you are 55+ and would to join
us on Thursdays and need trans-
portation or if you have other
questions, please call 808-966-
5801 and ask for Onan Masaoka,
Program Director for Puna.

Bev Shiflett, President

Volcano School Expands to
Offer High School Classes

The Volcano School of Arts and Sci-
ence is expanding to offer high

school classes in 2020-2021 school-
year beginning with 9th and 10th grade
students. This Hawaiian-focused pub-
lic charter high school will provide stu-
dents with a free, cultural- and
placed-based educational opportunity. 
Chris King-Gates, Vice Principal and
High School Exploratory and Planning
Committee Chair said, “The high
school will perpetuate Hawaiian cul-
tural practices and knowledge through
hands-on, experiential, and project-
based learning.” The high school will
start with 20 to 25 9th and 10th graders
and will add 11th and 12th grades in fol-
lowing years, with an anticipated 60
students at full enrollment. 

Courses will earn credits in accor-
dance with Hawaiʻi Board of Educa-
tion (BOE) policy for graduation
requirements. Students will meet the
majority of high school graduation re-
quirements through projects as well as
with a few stand-alone courses
through the statewide E-School pro-
gram. Students will also have the op-
portunity to do Directed Studies to
enable them to pursue an area of inter-
est or advanced studies. Projects will
focus on sustainability and civic action
including restoring important ecologi-
cal and cultural sites; increasing local
food production through gardening,
permaculture, and agroforestry; and
engaging in civic action initiatives. 

In addition to the Campus program,
the school is offering 9-10 grades its
Kula ʻAmakihi Community-Based
Education program, in which students
complete the majority of their course
work at home on a flexible schedule.

“We aim to provide an educational op-
tion that does not currently exist in
our area,” Lead Teacher Manu Good-
hue said. “This is a small, project-
based school in which students are
engaged in study, collaboration, and
action to help address meaningful,

real world problems and needs.”

Volcano School developed the pro-
gram with assistance from the West
Hawaiʻi Explorations Academy
(WHEA) Public Charter School in
Kailua-Kona. “We’re so grateful for
WHEA’s partnership in sharing re-
sources and helping us adapt their
successful model to our Hawaiian-fo-
cused, place-based mission,” Princi-
pal Kalima Kinney said.

“We are pleased to be able to respond
to the needs of our families and com-
munity, not just from Volcano but
from communities throughout Kaʻū
and Puna,” she added. “We have so
few options for high school in our re-
mote rural area. Parents and students
have been begging for a Volcano
School High School since the
school’s inception in 2001.” As
founding teacher Star Carlin said, “A
high school at Volcano has been a
dream since the beginning.” Board
member Jodie Rosam added, “I am so
proud to be a part of this movement!”

To inquire about enrollment or how to
get involved in the Volcano School
High School, contact 808-985-9800,
visit the school website, or email us
at info@volcanoschool.net.

The Volcano School of Arts & Sci-
ences is a Hawaiian-focused public
charter school dedicated to the mis-
sion of learning through Volcano’s
unique natural and cultural resources
to become creative global citizens. 

Volcano School  of  
Arts  & Sciences

Notice: The next Volcano
Cymbidium Acres Road
Maintenance Corporation
(VCARMC) board meeting
is scheduled for April 9th at
7pm. The meeting will take
place at the Volcano Assem-
bly of God Church on Wright Road.
All Cymbidium Acres property own-
ers are invited to attend.  

submitted by Julie Williams
VCARMC Secretary



April 2020 page 5

April Happenings
at Kilauea

Military Camp
Grand Slam: Saturday,
April 4, in the Lava
Lounge, from 7:00 pm -
10:00 pm. $5.00 cover
charge. 

Soul Town Band: Satur-
day, April 11, in the Lava
Lounge from 7:00 pm -
10:00 pm. $5.00 cover
charge.

Happy Easter April 12: 

In support of the recom-
mendations of the state's
guidance for reducing the
risk of COVID -19, KMC's
Easter Brunch and Easter
Egg Hunt have been can-
celled.

Pupule Papales Band: Sat-
urday, April 18, in the
Lava Lounge, from 7:00
pm - 10:00 pm. No cover
charge.

Gone Country Band:
Wednesday, April 22, in
the Lava Lounge from 7:00
pm - 10:00 pm. $5.00 cover
charge. 

Girls Night Out: Saturday,
April 25, in the Lava
Lounge from 7:00 pm -
10:00 pm. $5.00 cover
charge.

KMC is open to all author-
ized patrons and spon-
sored guests. Park
entrance fees apply.

www.KilaueaMilitaryCamp.com

Volcano Rotary - April 2020 News

February brought the difficult, but happy, task of awarding RCV’s
HRYF $5000 scholarship. This year’s awardee is a young woman from

HAAS in Pahoa who will study education at UH Hilo. Next up is the
$2,000 Trades and Vocation Scholarship. Rotary’s Interview team is
working to make the selection soon. Scholarships and literacy programs
are a main focus for the Rotary Club of Volcano.

So, please join us to celebrate a community fundraiser in support of such
projects.

yART SALE 2020
Saturday April 18th 8am to 1pm

at The Volcano Art Center and its  Big Green Tent
The “yART Sale,” an upscale “yard sale,” benefits two Volcano Service
Groups - the Art Center and Volcano Rotary. You’ll find find lots of good
stuff plus ono Rotary grilled chicken and ribs. Put this on your calendar.
Come early for best selection.

Of course, we need items to sell. Search your home for housewares, small
appliances, furniture, tools, and garden and yard gear which you no
longer use.

If you’d buy it at a yard sale, we’d like to offer it at this one with a few
exceptions. Please no books, clothes, or artwork. All tools, appliances,
electronics, etc. must be in working order. When to donate? Now! Bring
items to the Art Center 9am-5pm Monday - Friday. Last date to donate
is Wednesday April 15th.

The yART Sale is Rotary’s major April project, but regular meetings con-
tinue - Thursdays, 7:30am at the Art Center. Guests are welcome. High-
way clean up is on the 16th. You can
join the clean up crew by meeting at
7:30 AM at Cooper Center.

Volcano businesses would like you
to know, we are taking recom-

mended precautionary measures to
create safe environments. Experience
Volcano “Second Saturday” will be
taking place April 11, 2020. This once-
a-month event, designed to showcase
the many things to do throughout Vol-
cano, sponsored by Experience Vol-
cano Hawaii and the Hawaii Tourism
Authority. Please visit www.experi-
encevolcano.com for an update on
which restaurants in Volcano Village
remain open for takeout and other im-
portant information. Volcano Art Cen-
ter offers self-guided nature walks in
the track of virgin rainforest behind the
rainforest gallery. Café Ono will be
open for alfresco dining in their beau-
tiful outdoor covered seating spaces.
Also offering self-guided “Secret Gar-
den” tours of its famous gardens. The
gallery at Volcano Garden Arts will be
open daily.
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Volcano Community Association (VCA) Mission Statement
To improve and protect the quality of life in Volcano, County and State of Hawaii, on behalf of all residents of the area. To pro-
mote the social and educational advancement, increase recreational opportunities, ensure health, protect natural environment,

and develop community spirit. Also, it will undertake any consonant project the community may be moved to assign to it.
However, it will remain nonpartisan and nonsectarian.

April  2020
VCA Business Partners:

VCA Membership gets you DIS-
COUNTS at many Volcano busi-
nesses and discounts on our
T-shirts and some other merchan-
dise at our Farmers Market Table.

• Cafe’ Ono Complimentary cup
of coffee or tea with entree---985-
8979          cafeono.net

• Eagles Lighthouse Restaurant
10% discount---985-8587  

• Hawaii Chimney & Vent $10
off your fireplace or dryer vent
cleaning---217-1957

• Kilauea Lodge Complimen-
tary dessert with dinner entree---
967-7366      kilauealodge.com

• Kipuka Graphics & Design
10% off any design work---967-
8553         kipukagraphics.com

• Volcano Golf & Country Club
10% discount on golf---967-7331

volcanogolfshop.com

• Volcano House 20% off Break-
fast Buffet---756-9625

hawaiivolcanohouse.com

• Volcano Winery 20% off wine
---967-7772      volcanowinery.com

Note: This list is subject to change.
Please show your current mem-
bership card to the business to re-
quest a discount or comp. Then,
thank them for being a VCA Busi-
ness Partner. Mahalo.

Happy Earth Day Fiftieth Anniversary

Fifty years ago, the first Earth Day
celebration (4/22/1970) attracted 20

million Americans and led to the estab-
lishment of the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency and laws like the Clean Air
Act, Clean Water Act, and Endangered
Species Act. Groups that had been
fighting individually came together
with a bipartisan team of Republicans
and Democrats to protect the environ-
ment. Since then, the idea has ex-
panded to include 1 billion people in
more than 190 countries. 

Although all activities this year have
moved online (because of COVID-19)
there are many ways to participate. The
Earth Day 2020 smartphone app highlights citizen science opportunities
through Earth Challenge 2020. Climate Action suggestions and educa-
tional materials and toolkits are available for children and adults at
www.earthday.org. And while a large group gathering isn’t possible, each
of us can contribute to the Great Global Cleanup by picking up trash in
our community.  

To celebrate Earth Day in Volcano, consider taking action to protect and
care for the native forest we are privileged to live within. We can all re-
move invasive weeds and plant native plants, but to learn more visit
www.volcanocommunity.org, click on the “Resources” tab, and read some
of the helpful publications provided by Tim Tunison, such as A Manual
For Restoring Rainforest in Volcano, A Manual for Native Plant Prop-
agation and A Manual for Controlling Volcano’s Worst Weeds.

Whether online or in person, the goal of Earth Day remains un-
changed: to unite hundreds of millions of people around the world to
take actions that care for the earth and to influence world leaders to
act on environmental degradation and climate change. Earth Day is
every day and we can all make choices that help people and nature
thrive. Happy Earth Day!  

submitted by Evelyn Wight
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The Voice of the Volcano Community Association is published by the VCA Board of Directors: 
Jim Buck, Carol Caseylittell Anne Farahi, Sher Glass, Aubrey Hawk, Mary Narito & Evelyn Wight

PO Box 600, Volcano, HI 96785       www.volcanocommunity.org       vcainfo@yahoo.com

April  2020The Voice of the Volcano Community Association

VCA Tie-Dyed Shirts  Sale
for April  & May 2020

25% Off all  sizes 
Long and Short  Sleeves

Sizes are limited to what is available
but we do have a lot of keiki sizes.

Stop by the VCA Table at the Sunday Farmers
Market 6am to 10am or send us an email with

your request.   vcainfo@yahoo.com

Tie Dyed Colors are blue, green, sunburst, rainbow
visit our website volcanocommunity.org to see the colors.

Fifty years ago we were all
making them and wearing
them so lets celebrate the Fifti-
eth Anniversary of Earth Day
with a VCA Tie-Dyed Shirt!
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The VAC Gallery exhibit,
Mixed Flock, featuring prints

by Margaret Barnaby and pot-
tery by Emily Herb, has been
extended.
Experience an Eco-Tour at
Shaka Forest Farms in Volcano
Village on Friday, April 3 at
10am. 
Hula Voices at VAC Gallery on
Thursday, April 9 at 5:30, pres-
ents an engaging, intimate “talk
story” session with Hawai‘i Is-
land kumu hula & features mu-
sician Darlene Ahuna.  
Zentangle: Check Yourself, A
Date with Knightsbridge with
Lydia Meneses happens on Sat-
urday, April 11 from 10am –
1pm. 
Learn how to grow Food From
Wood: Mushroom Cultivation
with Zach Mermel on Saturday,
April 18 from 9am – 2:30pm. 
In Experimental Watercolors
with Patti Pease Johnson on
Saturday, April 18, from 9am –
12:30pm, students will create
three to five separate 8”x8” wa-
tercolor paintings on cold press
watercolor paper using pre-bro-
ken glass as a catalyst to spark
creativity.
Volcano resident Jay Robinson
will share his Adventures in In-
donesia as part of the Thursday
Night at the Center Travel series
on Thursday, April 23 at
6:30pm.  
Learn what is edible and what is
not in the Edible Wild Plants
workshop with Zach Mermel on
Saturday, April 25, from 9am –
3pm. 
Want to learn some native
plants, help restore a beautiful
rainforest, and get some exer-
cise? Tim Tunison leads a For-
est Work Day on Saturday, April
25 from 1 – 3pm. 
The monthly programs, Cultural
Understanding Through Art &
the Environment, features

April at the
Volcano Art Center 

& Gallery
classes on block printing,
lauhala weaving, and more! A
free guided Cultural Forest Tour
& Mele & Hula ‘Auana per-
formance are also slated. 
The Volcano Art Center is a
non-profit educational organiza-
tion created in 1974 to promote,
develop, and perpetuate the
artistic and cultural heritage of
Hawai‘i’s people and environ-
ment through activities in the vi-
sual, literary, and performing
arts. Please visit www.vol-
canoartcenter.org for full event
details and more.   

The good news is if ships
stop coming to Hawaii, we

who live in Volcano will sur-
vive on our abundant hāpu'u.
The bad news is, He hāpu'u
ka 'ai he 'ai make. Translated
this means, 'If the Hāpu'u is
the food, it is the food of
death.' Hmm. Explanation,
please? Hāpu'u requires
preparation, three days of
cooking in an imu. The terse
proverb reminds the soon-to-
be-starving that they need to
act before they are too weak.
People being people are most
reluctant to give up their way
of life, even its illusion.
Famine food doesn't taste
good. Perhaps you've given
those plump little Kalij pheas-
ants a probing glance? They
are edible, yes. Tasty no.
Smart Kalij. Nene not so
bright. Nene ono.

When first considering sur-
vival mode, many think of
their close family prevailing
in the woods—perhaps

armed with a rifle, where the
best hunter heads off to sniff
for pua'a ka'ala (pig smell).
Another tends to fern cuisine
as children make dolls from
leaves and the hāpu'u's silky
hairs. Ah! Blissful! 

That is until this monstrous
image strikes, what if zombies
attack? To the point, strug-
gling alone is not a great solu-
tion. Being together is the
surest way to sustain long
spells of hard times. 

Going it alone is imprudent.
Collaboration is required.
Leading, following, counsel-
ing, teaching, hunting, cook-
ing, farming, healing, birthing,
column writing, hugging,
singing, and, well, all abilities
are vital during a long haul.
Hay, let's have Volcano In Per-
petuity Day (VIPD), where
we'd rehearse being on our
own. We'd practice the combat
movie banalities like, "Go! Go!
Go! Go!" The most crucial mo-
ment would be to know when
to switch from social media,
cell phones, YouTube, Ama-
zon, messaging, Google assis-
tant, 5G, fossil fuels, and
money to -- us.  

Peter Charlot came to Volcano in
1986 from his hometown in Hon-
olulu to write and direct a play
for the Volcano Art Center on Dr.
Thomas Jaggar for the 75th an-
niversary of the Hawaiian Vol-
cano Observatory. Items and
ideas for content are welcome.
Contact; amidmost@gmail.com.

Kalij Pheasant 
( L. leucomelanos hamiltoni)
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Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park is modifying operations to implement latest health guidance

Hawaii National Park, HAWAI‘I – Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park remains open, but is modifying
operations to implement the latest guidance from the White House, Centers for Disease Control &

Prevention (CDC), and local and state authorities to promote social distancing. As of Tuesday, March 17,
all special events and guided programs, including hikes, walks and talks, are canceled until further notice. 

Kīlauea Visitor Center is also closed, but park rangers and volunteers will be available to answer general questions about
the park on the visitor center’s outdoor lānai daily from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. The Kahuku Unit is also open Wednesday
through Sunday, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

All previously open trails and overlooks are open for healthy outdoor recreational opportunities. 

In addition, a community talk-story event scheduled for Thursday, March 19 in Pāhala to discuss potential future uses
of Kīlauea volcano’s Great Crack area is postponed until further notice. In the meantime, the public is encouraged to
submit comments via email to havo_planning@nps.gov, or in writing to Superintendent, Hawai‘i Volcanoes National
Park, P.O. Box 52, Hawaii National Park, HI 96718. 

The health and safety of our visitors, employees, volunteers, and partners at Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park is our
number one priority. The National Park Service (NPS) is working with the federal, state, and local authorities to closely
monitor the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) situation. We will notify the public when we resume full operations and pro-
vide updates on our website and social media channels.  

The NPS urges visitors to do their part when visiting a park and to follow CDC guidance to prevent the spread of infec-
tious diseases by maintaining a safe distance between yourself and other groups; washing your hands often with soap
and water for at least 20 seconds; avoiding touching your eyes, nose, and mouth; covering your mouth and nose when
you cough or sneeze; and most importantly, staying home if you feel sick.  

For high-risk populations, such as the elderly and people with underlying conditions, we ask that they take extra caution
and follow CDC guidance for those at higher risk of serious illness.  

Updates about NPS operations will be posted on www.nps.gov/coronavirus. Please check with individual parks for spe-
cific details about park operations. 

www.nps.gov

Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park April 2020 Events
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From the Fire House

Well look, its April. I do hope April showers bring May
flowers and lots of sunshine. As I write this, WHO has

declared a pandemic and the President has declared a na-
tional emergency. This will release additional resources to
combat the virus.

I want to talk about a few things on my mind. There are a
lot of stories, rumors, and conspiracy theories floating about.
You should get your information from the official sources, like, CDC or state health department.
Just because it is on the internet does not make the information true. I know, this is a shocking
revelation to hear. Be aware of scams on the internet and other places, purported to have the
cure. In the old days this was called snake oil, guaranteed to cure what ails you and clean your
clothes. Please, do not be taken in. The government is working on a vaccine but say it will be
a long while before it will be available. The Israelis say they are close to a vaccine which they
have been working on for four years. There are still months of testing involved before it can be
released to the public. Again, check everything that you hear with reliable sources.

Another detriment besides misinformation is fear and panic. Uncontrollable fear leads to panic.
Panic leads to irrational actions. We know the virus stated in a province in China, and we know
there is a bio lab there also. From this point the rumors start. The virus is a bioweapon, the
Chinese did it on purpose, the Jews did it. The US military did it, and of course Trump did it.
The news media has put out all these and more. Their job is to put out reliable news but some-
times in their quest for ratings, they go a little overboard. This causes panic and hoarding.  I
understand people wanting to get supplies for their families, but to take all the supplies and
not leave any for others is not what Aloha is about. Should we take this virus seriously? Yes,
we should but with balance. Here is some information to help you and your family. Your help
is needed to prevent rumors about Coronavirus. Make sure your information is up-to-date and
comes from a credible source. For more information regarding Coronavirus visit:

•   Hawaii County has opened a call center to answer any of your questions concerning
coronavirus in operation 7-7 daily at 935-0031.
•   Department of Health website at www.health.hawaii.gov or;
•   The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention website at www.cdc.gov.
•   You may also call the Department of Health at 974-6001 or after-hours at 211.
• Before traveling, review Travel Advisories and Alerts for Destination(s) at
www.travel.state.gov/destination. The State Department and the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention provide specific advice to travelers on their websites.

I cannot emphasize enough to use the resources to get the correct information. Note: the ships
are still coming, food and supplies are being restocked in stores. When you go to the store,
take only what you need, don’t hoard. 

Paul Lakin  Captain, 19A




